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“T told Susan I wasn’t getting married 
until I was 30, . .okay, 26.” 
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Life doesn’t always go according to plan. But when your life changes, your bank is one 
thing that should be there to help you adapt. ® At First National Bank of Omaha, 
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needs — whether it’s starting a new life together, help buying your first home, or even a 
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over 125 years’ banking experience, you can be sure that no matter what new surprises 


tomorrow may bring, we'll still be here to help. 
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HARD WORKERS EARN WINS 

I’m glad Nebraska is doing well this 
year. Keithen McCant is doing great as 
the starting quarterback, One player, 
though, is having an even better year 
than McCant — Derek Brown. He has 
started off great and will only get bet- 
ter. He should go over 1,000 yards this 
season. 

Defensively, Steve Carmer is doing 
a great job. He was the Player of the 
Game against Colorado State and Utah 
State. The last player that I want to 
mention is Mike Anderson. He had a 
great game against Washington in a 
losing effortand had another great game 
against Arizona State. He is avery hard 
worker in my opinion and in several 
others too. 

Huskers ILLUSTRATED is sO awe- 
some! 
Randy McGillivray 
Beaverton, Ore. 


WHERE’S GRANT 

What has happened to Mike Grant? 
He played so muchlast year and hasn't 
been heard from this season. Did he 


graduate? Is he hurt? If you could help 
me find the whereabouts of a fellow 
Floridian, | would certainly appreciate 
it, Thanks fora great magazine. Ithelps 
keep me informed of the Huskers even 
though | live in Seminole and Hurri- 
cane country. 

Jack Jostawick 

Tampa, Fla. 


Jack: Grant is redshirting this sea- 
son. Husker coaches are hoping that 
the talented senior will return next sea- 
son and perform well. He will battle 
Todd Gragnano for the starting job 
next season. Grant was slated to red- 
shirt two seasons ago but coaches 
brought him in against Minnesota. He 
will give the position an experienced 
look when spring drills open in April. 


PRIME TIME 

Could you please tell me if there has 
been any decision on the part of any 
television network to carry the Ne- 
braska-Colorado game on Noy. 27 It 
will be a great game and it will be the 
only way that I will be able to see the 


game. 

Whether it is televised or not, let’s 
beat those Buffaloes and get back to 
Miami where we belong! 

Jim Cummins 
Boston. Mass. 


Jim: ESPN has announced it will 
televise the Big Eight showdown from 
Boulder beginning at 6;30 p.m. (CST). 
This will be the prime time game of the 
network's Saturday triple feature. The 
decision was not made until Colorado 
beat Oklahoma in Norman. Had the 
Buffs lost to the Sooners, it is likely the 
game would not have been shown by 
ESPN or any other network. 


SWEATING IN KANSAS 

As a Kansan, I can not tell you how 
scared | was when the Kansas State 
Wildcats came to Lincoln and nearly 
pulled off the upset of the century by 
beating the Huskers on Homecoming. 
Butas a Nebraska fan, I can not tell you 
how proud I was of the players for not 
conceding to the pressure of the close 
game. In the past, people have accused 
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(Homecoming) 


Oct. 26 Missouri 
2 at Colorado 
Nov. 9 atKansas 
Nov 16 lowa State 


Nov. 29 Oklahoma 
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the Huskers of choking in the close 
games. but Tom Osborne's scrappy 
squad proved the so-called experts 
wrong by scoring when it needed to 
score and stopping the upset-minded 
visitors, Hats off to Coach Osborne and 
the rest of the team for the fine job they 
did in winning the game and keeping 
themselves on track for a shot at the 
Orange Bowl. 

Dr. Calvin Gordon 

Wichita, Kan. 


HUSKERS WAY AHEAD OF OU 

After watching the Oklahoma- 
Colorado game, | would be lying if | 
said the Huskers could walk into Boul- 
der and come away with the win. But I 
would also be lying if I didn’t say that 
if any team could win the game, it is the 
Huskers. 

Oklahoma doesn’t have the overall 
offensive attack that Nebraska has. Cale 
Gundy is a decent passer and Mike 
Gaddis is a quality runner, but the two 
phases of the offense just don’t go to- 
gether and led to the Sooners being 
waxed by the Buffaloes in Norman, 
The world got to see what a quality 


back and quarterback can do when the 
chips are down during the Nebraska- 
Kansas State game. Nobody saw Gaddis 
and Gundy rally their team, but Derek 
Brown and Keithen McCant showed 
great poise and desire. 

After losing to Texas and the Soon- 
ers’ certain loss to Nebraska, it appears 
that the once-mighty Sooners will be 
heading for a minor bowl with an 8-3 
record and a great deal of hurt pride. 
Wasn’t it just a couple of months ago 
we heard all about how great the Soon- 
ers were and how Nebraska would be 
lucky to have a shot at the Orange 
Bowl? That just shows you how much 
people really know about the Big Eight 
Conference and the strong Cornhusker 
team. A month from now, when the 
Huskers have soundly beaten the Soon- 
ers, people will be lining up to say “I 
knew they could do it all of the time,” 
It's amazing how these people never 
spoke up until team wins. There’s noth- 
ing worse than fair-weather fans. If you 
can’t stick around when things arent 
so good, then I don’t want to see you 
wearing red when things get better. 
Reggie Whittaker 


Omaha, Neb. 


RADIO UPDATE 

Kent Pavelka, the “Voice of the 
Huskers” has informed Huskers [i- 
LUSTRATED Of some changes in the 
Husker Football Network affiliates in 
Arkansas and Oklahoma, KTRT-AM 
(1270) carries the Huskers in Tulsa 
while KTCN-FM (100.9) in Eureka 
Springs, Ark., has joined the Husker 
family. KTCN serves Southwest Mis- 
souri and Northern Arkansas while 
KTRT can only be heard in the Tulsa 
area. KFCA-AM in Conway, Ark., will 
no longer carry the Huskers. 


CORRECTION 

The story ‘Finally McCant Knows 
Offense’ was written by Ken Hambleton 
and not Paul Hammel. Also, a fact 
worth noting is that Jack Pierce was 
responsible for recruiting Keithen 
MeCant to NU. 


We want to hear your comments 


answer your questions. Please send 
vour comments to “Letters,” P.O, Box 
83222, Lincoln, Neb., 68501. 
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Preparation 
IS 
Key to< 


xcellence in any area—athletics or academics—comes from preparation. To prepare for the Graduate 
Management Admission Test, study with the guide that will help you do your best. And the higher you score on 
your GMAT, the more choices you will have of business graduate schools. 
Cliffs GMAT Preparation Guideis thorough, concise, to the point and easy to understand. 
M DEMONSTRATES A PATTERNED PLAN OF ATTACK 
M@ PROVIDES THREE FULL-LENGTH PRACTICE TESTS ine! 
lM IN-DEPTH ANSWERS 
M SELF-SCORING CHARTS 
With so much riding on your score, trust the finest preparation guide available. 


Cliffs GMAT Preparation Guide. 
Besides the GMAT, Cliffs Notes publishes 18 other Test Preparation Guides; a 
more than 200 literary study supplements; a humor series; Bluffer's Guides; NOWES? 


and distributes 5 StudyWare programs for interactive computerized study. rit Box 80728, Lincoln, NE 68501 


Finally pay off for 


D an Pleasant’s recollection re- 
mains vivid. He was stretching 
before practice during preseason 
camp in the fall of 1990 when Tom 
Osborne stopped, as if to make ca- 
sual conversation. 

What Osborne said, however, was 
hardly casual. At least not from 
Pleasant’s point of view. Because it 


was then that Osborne told Pleasant he 
had earned a scholarship. 

“T didn’t know what to say,” Pleas- 
sant said recently. “That was probably 
one of the greatest days I’ve had since 
I’ve been here.” 

A couple of weeks earlier, Osborne 
told Pleasant “he was thinking about 
giving me a scholarship if I kept work- 


ing hard,” said the senior split end from 
Craig, Colorado. 

Prior to that, however, getting a 
scholarship after three years of paying 
his own way, “wasn’t even in the back 
of my mind.” 

When Pleasant decided to walk on 
as a freshman, his decision wasn’t based 
on the belief he’d eventually earn a 


; sw he 


Left: That was then... 
Pleasant (No. 82) 
lost in the crowd. 


scholarship. Pleasant simply 
made his decision to become 
a Cornhusker, and “I think, 
once you make a decision, 
ym, you have to live with it,” he 
y| said. 

If that meant spending five 
years on the football team 
without a scholarship, then 
Pleasant was ready to do so. 
“T couldn’t have lived with 
myself if I quit,” he said. 

Pleasant probably had good 
reason to check imhis equip- 
ment, particularly during his 
third year at Nebraska after 
playing for the junior varsity 
as a freshman and redshirting 
the next fall. Most Cornhusk- 
ers can see the light at the end 
of the tunnel, their opportu- 
nity to play, by the third year. 


a 
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What Pleasant saw was an- 


é 
/ s * 
other season of running plays 


with the scout team. And playing with 
the Jayvees. 

As a redshirted sophomore, Pleas- 
ant caught two passes for 46 yards and 
a touchdown, in a junior varsity game. 
His third year was probably the tough- 
est because “it was like being given 
another redshirt,” he said. 

“Thad a few chances to practice with 
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Dan Pleasant 


by Mike Babcock 


some of the No. 2s, but that really 
wasn’t what kept me going. The only 
reason I practiced with the No. 2s was 
because somebody had gotten hurt. 
Mostly, I was on the scout team. I felt 
like I was just a fill-in.” 

Nevertheless, for reasons already 
noted, Pleasant wouldn’t allow himself 
to quit. 

Pleasant had no illusions about his 
chances for success when he arrived at 
Nebraska aftera successful, multi-sport 
career at Moffat County, Colo., High 
School. He was the prep Athlete of the 
Year in Colorado’s second-largest 
classification as a senior. 

Pleasant was an all-conference point 
guard on the basketball team. He long 
jumped, triple jumped and ran the 300- 
meter intermediate hurdles on the track 
and field team. He was also a two-time 
all-conference wide receiver and de- 
fensive back on the football team. 

Because of his size, however, few 
colleges took an interest in him. The 5- 
foot-9 Pleasant, who weighs 180 pounds 
now, weighed about 155 when he re- 
ported as a freshman at Nebraska. 

Actually, to say that a few colleges 
recruited Pleasant probably misrepre- 
sents the situation. Mesa State, an 
NAIA and NCAA Division II school in 
Grand Junction, Colo., was interested. 
Otherwise, Pleasant had to generate his 
own interest. 

He sat down and wrote letters to 
“probably a dozen (large) schools, 
scattered all over,” asking if he could 
walk on. “I wanted to see what kind of 
reply I would get,” said Pleasant. “Ne- 
braska was one of the few that showed 
any interest.” 

Most of the schools Pleasant con- 
tacted didn’t seem to take him seri- 
ously. “They just sent me information 
about the schools themselves, instead 
of their football programs,” he said. 

Pleasant wasn’t all that surprised by 
the Cornhuskers’ willingness to let him 


walk on. Nebraska’s reputation as a 
haven for walkons extends into north- 
western Colorado — it’s nationwide. 

That reputation “was a big thing,” 
Pleasant said. “I’d always heard that 
everybody gets a fair chance at Ne- 
braska.” 

Dave Gillespie, Nebraska’s recruit- 
ing coordinator, responded to Pleasant’ s 
letter of inquiry with a request for films 
of him playing. After he visited the 
campus and met Shane Thorell, who 
coached the Cornhusker freshmen at 
the time, Pleasant was notified that he 
could walk on. 

“T realized it was a longshot,” he 
said. “But I also looked at it as Ne- 
braska giving me an opportunity to 
play in one of the top programs in the 
country.” 

Anything less would have been un- 
acceptable. Mesa State, for example, 
“had a good program and everything,” 
Pleasant said, “but I wanted a higher 
level. To me, that was Kind of like 
going to a bigger high school.” 

Except for Thorell, “I didn’t know 
anyone when I came here,” said Pleas- 
ant, who found himself surrounded by 
highly publicized scholarship players. 
None of them, however, played his 
position — split end. 

Pleasant led the junior varsity in 
receiving as a freshman, catching nine 
passes for 140 yards. Despite that suc- 
cess, Pleasant knew he’d be redshirted. 
Not only do most walkons redshirt, 
Nebraska appeared to be set at split 
end, with junior lettermen Morgan 
Gregory and Chip Bahe returning in 
1988. In addition, the Cornhuskers had 
enough proven wingbacks that Nate 
Turner, a redshirted freshman and Pa- 
rade Magazine All-American, was 
moved from wingback to split end. 

Redshirt seasons are particularly 
difficult for walkons. “That was a long 
year,” Pleasant said. “I don’t even 
know how to describe it. Nobody pays 
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Dan Pleasant 


any attention to you unless you do 
something wrong. That’s the only time 
you think you’ re going to get noticed.” 

Even though redshirts are on the 
scout team, running the offense of up- 
coming opponents, “they’ re filming the 
defense, and the offensive coaches look 
at the film, probably not every day, but 
they look at it to see who’s competing 
out there and who’s not. It gives them 
some idea of what to expect,” said 
Pleasant. 

As it turned out, Pleasant’s wait 
didn’t end with the redshirt season. Jon 
Bostick arrived. Gregory and Bahe 
were seniors. And Pleasant found him- 
self back with the scout team and the 
jayvees. 

Pleasant’s persistence paid off, fi- 
nally, in his fourth year at Nebraska. He 
was awarded the scholarship, and after 
beginning fall camp as the third split 
end, he was promoted to second team 
behind Bostick, sharing time with Mark 
Dowse. 

They alternated, carrying in plays 
from the sideline. “It felt good to finally 
get out there. It was worth waiting 
around those first three years,” Pleasant 
said. 


Kirkpatrick, Pettis, 


Pleasant caught two passes for 24 
yards. But his most important responsi- 
bility was blocking. “You have to do 
that to play here,” he said. 

He had a lot to learn because, “I 
don’t think I blocked one person in 
high school, being a receiver. Here, we 
have to block 75 to 80 percent of the 
time. You have to learn technique.” 

Pleasant has succeeded, eventhough 
he still gets an occasional look of disbe- 
lief when someone finds out he plays 
on the football team. 

“T’ve had teachers who found out, 
and they’d say: ‘You’re the last person 
I’d expect to be on the football team.’ 
Stuff like that doesn’t make me mad,” 
said Pleasant. “J put up with it. You’ ve 
just got to live with things like that. It 
kind of makes you feel good that you’ ve 
overcome your size.” 

Pleasant has beaten the odds through 
determination and hard work. 

“] don’t think I ever came close to 
giving it up,” he said. “There are al- 
ways going to be times when you’ ve 
had a bad day and think, ‘This isn’t 
worth it.’ But I never went through a 
long period where I was really down 
and felt I should do something else. 


We ManageWi7 You. 


The professionals at Kirkpatrick, Pettis, Smith, Polian Inc. don’t 


just make recommendations about how to manage your 


productive exchange of ideas helps clarify your goals and gives us a 
better understanding of your needs. It is the key to your success 
and ours. Call us today and find out how this partnership works. 


Smith, Polian Inc. ° 


Investment Bankers 
A Mutual of Omaha Company 
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Home Office ¢ 10250 Regency Circle, Suite 200 * Omaha, NE 


402-397-5777 © 1-B00-776-5777 


You’ ve got to overcome the downside, 
like my first three years, fight through 
stuff like that. 

“You can always say, well, maybe I 
should have gone somewhere else, 
maybe smaller, where I could’ ve caught 
five or six balls a game or gotten some 
publicity. But alot of those teams don’t 
win, and for me, the team winning is a 
lot more important than individual sta- 
tistics.” 

The scholarship confirmed 
Pleasant’s belief in himself, but even 
that wasn’t what has kept him at Ne- 
braska. Pleasant was determined to fin- 
ish what he began. 

“My dad was really fired up when I 
got it,” Pleasant said of the scholarship. 
“It’s made things a lot easier for my 
parents, I guess, because they’ ve helped 
me all the way through college. It’s 
kind of made me feel like I’ve accom- 
plished something.” 

Pleasant smiled and added, “It kind 
of makes it easier to call home and ask 
for a few dollars.” 

Getting the scholarship was a pleas- 
ant surprise, you might say. 

But Pleasant would have stuck it out 
at Nebraska anyway. Hl 


investments. We manage with you, because we believe a 
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d the winner is? 


Midway through the college football 
season, some new faces have popped 
into the running for the nation’s highest 

honors, while suddenly 
some familiar names 
seem more distant. 


By Clay Henry 


What’s new midway through the isaGreenville,S.C., but the Pirates call | Anyone who guessed Bill Lewis aced 
college football season. How aboutEast Greenville, N.C., home. The two _ this quiz. Former assistant under Frank 
Carolina University or Marshall Faulk? —Greenvilles are about six hours driving — Broyles at Arkansas and Vince Dooley 


Anybody who now claims they had — distance apart. at Georgia, Lewis previously served as 
even the foggiest of notions that either Next, name the EastCarolinacoach? head coach at Wyoming. 
would bea factor in the 1991 season Why all this commotion? The 


is either clairvoyant or a liar. 
Before we go any further, let’s 
take a pop quiz. What is East 
Carolina’s nickname and location? 
The first may be easy. They are 
the Pirates. The location? Well, we'll 
give you a hint. The Pirates call 
Greenville home. But what state? 
No, itisn’t South Carolina. There 


=u ~Pirates have been the most pleas- 
| ant surprise of the season. They 
] won five of their first six to break 
into the Associated Press Top 25 
| at No. 23 after upsetting then No. 
15 Syracuse 23-20. East Carolina 
had not been rated since 1984. 

The Pirates could have been 6-0 
except for a post-touchdown cel- 
ebration after taking the lead in 
the closing seconds at I]linois in 
the season opener. They were as- 
sessed a 15-yard 
penalty for 
unsportsmanlike 
conduct, helping 
Illinois to the field 
position needed to 
kick a field goal 
on the game’s fi- 
nal play. 

Oh, and for 
those who haven’t 
been paying at- 
tention, Marshall 
Faulk is a fresh- 

man running 
back at San Di- 
ego State. Be- 


No shows by preseason favorite David Klingler (top of page) 
and BYU’s Ty Detmer have left the door for the Heisman 
trophy open for Florida State quarterback Casey Weldon 
(left) and Nebraska running back Derek Brown (above). 
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fore a broken rib sidelined him in the 
New Mexico game Oct. 12, Faulk led 
Division I with 18 touchdowns. 

He burst on the scene in the opening 
game by rushing for 386 yards and 
seven touchdowns against Pacific. He 
broke the NCAA record for yards rushed 
in a game and the record for touch- 
downs by a freshman. He also set an 
NCAA mark with 422 all-purpose 
yards. 

Faulk, a true freshman, missed the 
Texas-El Paso game Oct. 19, but was 
expected to return for San Diego State's 
final four games. At the time of his 


injury, he was just 17 yards short of 


becoming the first freshman to rush for 
1,000 yards in just six games. 

Now, to the developments every- 
body already has no problem under- 
standing during this 1991 football sea- 
son. To no one’s surprise, Florida State 
and Miami have zipped through some 
difficult early tests to claim the top two 
spots in every poll without as much as 
a whimper from any rival. 

The No. | Seminoles and No, 2 
Hurricane will meet Nov. 16 at Talla- 
hassee. The winner will object, but it is 
the personal view that they should also 
meet in a bowl, too. The Fiesta Bowl, a 
neutral site, would be nice. 

If something should happen to both 
of them, the national title will be decided 
in the Rose Bowl. Washington and 
California are both standout teams. 
Michigan, if it makes it there with only 
the loss to Florida State, would still be 
worthy of No. | consideration with a 
victory. 


As for individual hon- 
ors, the Heisman Trophy 
voters are still waiting for 
a Barry Sanders-like surge. 
Itis a wide-open affair. The 
top candidates may come 
from the teams in the na- 
tional title picture — since 
no one has the statistics 
to stand on his own 
merit. 

A solid case 
could be made for 
quarterbacks Casey 
Weldon (Florida 
State) and Gino 
Torretta (Miami). 
Other quarterbacks 
in the running 
might be Florida's 
Shane Matthews 
and Tennessee's 
Andy Kelly. They have their 
supporters, but each also has his own 
flaws. Ty Detmer has seen his team 
suffer too many loses since the votes 
were tabulated last December. David 
Klingler, the preseason choice, has dis- 
appointed because of an inept offen- 
sive line. 

No running back (aside from the 
injured Faulk) has captured the imagi- 
nation of voters. Trevor Cobb of Rice 
has been a solid performer, but is nota 
Heisman threat. 

Nebraska's Derek Brown might be 
capable of a Sanders-type finish. He 
stood seventh nationally through five 
games with a 134.8-yard average. He 
must still face Colorado and Oklahoma, 
but several other weaker 
teams on the NU schedule 
} might lend themselves fora 

big day or two by Brown. 
An explosion against the 
Buffs or Sooners might in- 
terest voters. 

A case could also be 
made for wide receivers 
Desmond Howard of 
Michigan and Kevin Wil- 
liams of Miami. The per- 
sonal view is that Williams 
is the better player because 
of his spectacular runs on 
kicks and reverses. How- 
ever, Torretta’s presence 
will split the Miami vote. 


San Diego State’s 
Marshall Faulk could 
be the surprise 

of the year. 


A strong second-half season 
could allow OU’s Joe Bowden 
to run away with the 
Jim Butkus Award. 


This might be the season a defender 
should get the Heisman. It probably 
can’t happen, but the best player in the 
nation might be Texas defensive end 
Shane Dronett, a 6-foot-6, 260-pounder 
who plays in a rage. 

Other defensive standouts with a 
chance for national honors (Lombardi, 
Outland, ete.) are Washington tackle 
Steve Emtman, Miami end Rusty 
Medearis and Colorado nose tackle Joel 
Steed. 

For those who think there are too 
many All-America teams, there are now 
special awards for almost every cat- 
egory. There is the Jim Thorpe Award 
for the nation’s top defensive back and 
the Jim Butkus Award for the top line- 
backer. 

Florida State cornerback Terrell 
Buckley and any defensive back you 
care to name at Texas (Lance Gunn, 
Grady Cavness and Mark Berry) are 
the headliners in the secondary. 

At linebacker, Oklahoma's Joe 
Bowden will make some all-star teams, 
as will Clemson's Levon Kirkland, 
Florida State’s Marvin Jones and 
Miami’s Darrin Smith. 

But it’s still early. There may be 
another Marshall Faulk ready to step 
forward, another East Carolina poised 
for an upset or another Syracuse will- 
ing to stumble. 

Both are refreshing thoughts. Hence, 
there is reason to play each game. And 
when those upsets happen, we'll be 
ready with another silly quiz. Anyone 
know the location of Appalachian State? 

Yes, itis in Boone, N.C., along way 
from Greenville, N.C. 
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ne remembers the pass that 

was thrown short. The other 
remembers the pass that was thrown 
long. Neither is ever likely to forget 
the game. In fact, fans probably will 
not allow them to forget it. 

The passes were among the many 
crucial plays in Nebraska’s 35-31 
victory over Oklahoma in the 1971 
Game of the Century. 

The pass that was thrown short 
was a completion from Cornhusker 
quarterback Jerry Tagge to wingback 
Johnny Rodgers on a do-or-die, third- 
down play on Nebraska’s winning 
drive. 

The pass that was thrown long was 
an incomplete attempt from Sooner 
quarterback Jack Mildren to split end 
Jon Harrison on Oklahoma’ s desper- 
ate, last-gasp series in the closing 
minutes following Nebraska’s 
winning touchdown. 

Twenty years after what many 
consider the classic contest in college 
football history, the former quarter- 
backs talked about those passes. 

“It was third and eight (at the 
Oklahoma 46-yard line),” Tagge said. 
“(Raymond) Hamilton came in from 
his left defensive end position and 
flushed me out of the pocket. Johnny 
kept moving with me. All I could do 
was throw it very low between two 
linebackers and just hope Johnny 
could get there and he did. We had 
thrown so many passes together, he 
knew where I was going and I had a 
feeling for where he was going. 

“He found the open area, which he 
was very good at, and made a nice 
catch. That was the crucial drive. Had 
that play not worked, we would have 
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had to punt. 
Had we gotten 
the ball again, 
it would have 
been a two- 
minute drill.” 

The pass 
gained 11 
yards, giving 
Nebraska a 
first down at 
the Oklahoma 
35-yard line. 
The Cornhusk- 
ers scored the 
winning 
touchdown six 
plays later on 
a 2-yard run 
by running 
back Jeff Kinney with only 1:38 left 
in the game. 

“We pretty well figured that they 
were going to have to throw a pass,” 
said then OU Head Coach Chuck 
Fairbanks. “We called a defense 
designed for pass rush. Raymond 
broke free to the passer, who was 
Jerry Tagge, and looked like he was 
going to throw him for a 7- or 8-yard 
loss. That would have made it fourth 
down and something like 15 or 16 
yards to go. Tagge wasn’t a particu- 
larly shifty-type of guy, but he 
changed direction just a little bit and 
Raymond wasn’t able te change 
direction because he had suffered a 
foot injury earlier and he missed the 
tackle. 

“If Raymond had made that tackle, 
I believe it would have forced them 
to kick the ball. They hadn’t stopped 
us all day long, and there wasn’t 
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Nation ' 
Squared Off In '71 


s Finest 


Jerry Tagge and Jack Mildren represented the 
country's finest athletes and met on a day 
when each was at his best — whoever had the 
ball last would win the game. 


by Jim Weeks 
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much time left. I think we could have 
run the clock out and won the game.” 

“Tagge had a tremendous game 
that day,” said Nebraska Athletic 
Director Bob Devaney, who was the 
Cornhusker head coach in 1971. 
“Tagge had real good games all 
through the year. He was very, very 
important to our success. When we 
got stuck on that last drive, he threw 
a pass to Rodgers that got us a first 
down when it looked like we were in 
trouble. It was a low pass, and 
Johnny kind of picked it almost off 
the ground.” 

Tagge had accounted for 14 
touchdowns passing and seven 
rushing coming into the Thanksgiv- 
ing Day contest. The 6-foot-2, 215- 
pound senior from Green Bay, Wis., 
rushed for 49 yards and completed 
six of 12 passes for 65 yards against 
the Sooners. 


° 
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“T always thought a lot of Tagge, 
Fairbanks said. “He was a competi- 
tor, a smart player. He wasn’t the 
classic-looking college quarterback 
as far as maneuverability, but he 
made a lot of key plays for them. I 
bet he was a classy boy.” 

Mildren, who recently sold a 
highly successful oil business and 
was elected the lieutenant governor 
of the State of Oklahoma last year, 
pointed to a spot on the Owen Field 
turf as though it were yesterday. 

“T can see the ball sailing over 
Jonny and hitting there,” said 
Mildren of the incomplete pass when 
Oklahoma, was backed up on its own 
19-yard line with only 1:19 to play. 

“That was one of the biggest plays 


of the game that nobody ever talks 
about,” Fairbanks said. “We were 
desperate and didn’t know how to 
just throw a pass. We had to fake a 
run before we threw a pass. They had 
their safety back what looked like 
forever. We faked the run, and I’1] be 
darned if that kid didn’t come 
running up. Little Jonny Harrison got 
behind him and Mildren just barely 
overthrew him. If he had caught the 
thing, he would have gone 80 yards 
for another touchdown.” 

“Jonny was open and I overthrew 
him,” Mildren confirmed. “I’ve about 
got Jon Harrison’s kids convinced 
that Jon dropped that pass. No, I 
wouldn’t do that. As a matter of fact, 
Tagge and I watched that play on 
film several years ago and I threw 
into another time zone.” 

That incomplete pass came on a 
first down after Nebraska’s winning 


touchdown. Mildren gained 4 yards 
on second down, but was sacked by 
Cornhusker tackle Larry Jacobson for 
an 8-yard loss on third down. Then 
Nebraska middle guard Rich Glover 
batted down Mildren’s pass attempt 
on fourth down to end Oklahoma’s 
hopes. 

But Devaney recalled Mildren’s 
more successful plays as the 6-foot, 
199-pound senior from Abilene, 
Texas, completed five of 10 passes 
for 137 yards and two touchdowns. 
Mildren also rushed for 130 yards on 
11 carries and scored two touch- 
downs. 

“Mildren was a tougher quarter- 
back throwing the ball than we had 
anticipated,” Devaney said. “We 
thought 
he was 
not a 
very 
good 
passer. 
But he 
threw 
the 
ball in 
some 
key 
situa- 
tions 
that 
put us 
in 
trouble. 
Okla- 
homa 
that 
year 
was not a good passing team.” 

“More important than anything, 
Mildren was an offensive leader and 
a tough, intelligent player that always 
thought he could win,” Fairbanks 
said. “He played that role right down 
to the last play of the game.” 

“I wish I could change the 
outcome,” Mildren admitted today. 
“But that game has nothing but good 
memories for me, because, in my 
opinion, Oklahoma played as well as 
we could play. Sure we would like to 
change a fumble here or a tackle 
there or a what-if situation here. We 
played as well as we could, certainly 
considering the opposition. 

“Maybe that’s why the game has 
stood the test of time. It wasn’t one 
where people played not to lose. Both 
teams played to win. Both teams had 
to play to win. 

“The game met its expectations.” 


“The uniqueness of the game was 
that they moved the ball through the 
air,” Tagge said. “That was very, 
very uncharacteristic of them. I think 
Jack Mildren played his finest 
football game. It was a shame he had 
to lose. But I’m glad he did. 

“Probably 95 percent of all the 
questions I ever receive in relation to 
football concern that game. I think 
that was a time when college football 
interest was at its high. I think the 
players were more like heroes back 
then. ” 

“The best thing about it was that 
the game was such a great football 
game,” Mildren said. “It was a shame 
it ended when it did. If it had gone ' 
another four or five or six quarters, I 
think people would have sat there and 
watched it. 

“It was one of the few games in 
Oklahoma history, despite the 
outcome, that the game generally is 
thought of as a well-played, exciting 
game. To the credit of our offense, 
we came from behind twice and once 
on fourth down. 

“We had success moving the ball 
against a defense that was rated the 
very best in the country. The Ne- 
braska fans might not subscribe to the 
theory, but probably the last team 
with the ball with any amount of time 
would win. 

“It’s amazing how many people 
remember that OU-Nebraska game of 
1971. Who would have dreamed that 
we’d still be talking about the 
game?” 

Sketch of J. Tagge by Kathy 
Ronnow. Sketch of J. Mildren from 
1972 Oklahoma Media Guide. 
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Showdown Time in Boulder 


Next up Colorado. And it would 
appear that Nebraska is ready after de- 
feating Missouri 63-6. 

But neither the Cornhuskers’ suc- 
cess against Missouri nor their problems 
with Kansas State a week earlier offer 
much evidence of how they're likely to 
do Saturday night in Boulder, Colo., in 
a game televised nationally by ESPN. 

For Nebraska’s defense, in particu- 
lar, Colorado will pose a challenge 
dramatically different from those the 
Cornhuskers have faced thus far. 
Against Colorado, the Cornhuskers can 
forget about the passing trend in col- 
lege football, about three-step 
dropbacks and “trips” receivers. 

The defending co-National Cham- 
pion Buffaloes will attack Nebraska on 
the ground first and pass second. 

“Colorado will try to knock it through 
you,” said Cornhusker middle guard 
Pat Engelbert. “We'll go back to the 
basics now and see what happens.” 

Colorado’s offense is similar to 
Nebraska’s which comes as no sur- 
prise. Colorado didn’t begin to challenge 
the Big Eight dominance of Nebraska 
and Oklahoma until Coach Bill 
McCartney installed an option attack. 

McCartney realized that the way to 
compete with the Cornhuskers and 
Sooners was to play their game. So he 
scrapped a pass-oriented offense and 
replaced it with a running game. 

Like Nebraska, Colorado has be- 
come more balanced offensively. The 
Buffaloes are more than capable of 
passing. In fact, quarterback Darian 
Hagan was the Big Eight leader in pass- 
ing efficiency going into a 10-0 victory 
against Kansas State. 

But Colorado’s offense is still based 
on the run. Defending against the Buf- 
faloes “is a matter of stopping the run 
and play-action passes,” said Charlie 
McBride, Nebraska's defensive coor- 
dinator. “You have to be on your toes 
for every play against Colorado.” 

Not that the Cornhuskers have been 
able to relax defensively against any 
opponent this season, including Mis- 
souri. But discipline is critical in 
defensing an option team. 

The element of surprise increases an 
option team’s chances of hitting a big- 
play pass. Nebraska has repeatedly done 
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Parrella (92), Hill (93) and En 
they harassed Tiger signal-ca 


that this season. The Missouri game 
was no exception as Cornhusker quar- 
terback Keithen McCant completed 
nine-of-13 passes for 144 yards and 
three touchdowns. 

“They were checking into the best 
play against our defense and turning 
them into big plays,” said Missouri 
cornerback Maurice Benson. 

“Just when you think you have 
something secured, they come out with 
something else,” Benson said. 

And so it is with Colorado. 

“You really have io play technique,” 
Engelbert said. 

Just as McCant’s emergence at 
quarterback has made Nebraska’s of- 
fense click, Hagan has been the key to 
the Colorado attack. “If we don’t stop 
Hagan, we don’t stop Colorado,” said 
McBride. “He's the big difference in 
their team. He's a winner.” 

But first things first. 

“We're not peaking and we weren't 
peeking ahead either,” McCant said 


gebert (97) are hopeful they can pressure 


er Phil Johnson. 


after the Missouri victory. 

“Colorado wasn’t on our mind to- 
day.” he said. “It is now.” 

After getting a scare from surpris- 
ing Kansas State, Nebraska couldn't 
afford to look ahead. 

“We weren't thinking about Colo- 
rado. That was obvious,” said 
Cornhusker center Bill Ziegelbein. 

Nebraska offense rolled up 681 to- 
tal yards, including 511 rushing. And 
the Cornhusker defense turned in one 
of its best performances of the season. 

Missouri went into the game ranked 
first in the Big Eight in passing, aver- 
aging 245 yards per game. But the 
Tigers managed only 184 passing yards, 
completing |7-of-35 attempts withtwo 
interceptions. 

Missouri also had scored an average 
of 25 points per game. The Tigers man- 
aged just two first-half field goals 
against Nebraska. 

“The biggest accomplishment to me 
was holding that team to six points,” 


McBride said. “That’s the most mean- 
ingful thing. I could really see the 
difference in this week’s team and last 


Darian Hagan the same way that 


week’s team.” 

Cornhusker Coach Tom Osborne 
agreed with McBride. “I thought it 
might turn into a scoring contest,” said 
Osborne. “As it turned out, our defense 
really did well and our offense moved 
with good consistency.” 

Nebraska’s offense was relentless, 
scoring touchdowns on eight consecu- 
tive possessions after being forced to 
punt on the first. 

McCant was masterful, rushing for 
124 yards and a touchdown on only 
nine carries to go with his 144 passing 
yards. And I-back Derek Brown ran for 
118 yards and two touchdowns. 

“The big factor was no turnovers 
and not very many penalties. If you do 
that, you’re going to move the ball on 
people,” Osborne said. 

McCant’s performance was again 


Bostick (18) and Mitchell (86) 
will be heavily relied on 
Saturday night. 


almost flawless. “He made a couple of 
mistakes on audibles — I can tell you 
that,” said Osborne. Otherwise, “he’s 
playing very well right now.” 

That’s why Nebraska fans held their 
breath with 10:23 left in the third quar- 
ter of the Missouri game. Aftera 15-yard 
run, McCant left the field holding his 
right arm limp. 

The injury was diagnosed as a 
bruised shoulder. “Keithen’s fine,” Os- 
borne said after the win. “He told us he 
wanted to go back in, but we told him 
he’d had enough (for the day).” 

Because of the lopsided score, Os- 
borne was able to substitute freely 
throughout the second half. Before the 
game ended, 109 Cornhuskers had 
played. Eight of them, including four I- 
backs, scored touchdowns. 

Nebraska came out of the game with 
only two significant injuries. Tight end 
Chris Garrett suffered a knee strain that 
could prevent him from making the trip 
to Colorado. And I-back Scott Baldwin 
suffered a dislocated shoulder, which 
will sideline him forat least three weeks. 

Baldwin was making his first ap- 
pearance since the season opener, when 
he was injured scoring a touchdown 
early in the game. He ran five times 


By Mike Babcock 


against Missouri, gaining 28 yards and 
scoring a touchdown. 

“You hate to see that happen be- 
cause he is an important player and has 
worked so hard to get back in there,” 
said Osborne. 

Baldwin’s injury was about the only 
negative in an otherwise positive warm- 
up for the Colorado game. 

“Next week, we hope to be better 
than this week,” said Nebraska 
cornerback Tyrone Legette, who had 
two important pass break-ups, includ- 
ing one in the end zone in the first half. 

“That game with Colorado is going 
to be full of hype, and it’s going to be 
a big game. But we all love the chal- 
lenge, and it makes this week coming 
up a lot of fun.” 

Kansas State and Missouri both use 
the run to complement the pass. Colo- 
rado, like Nebraska, does the opposite. 
The Buffaloes rely more on strength 
than deception. 

“Colorado is going to come straight 
at us, no gimmicks, no tricks, and we'll 
see who has the strength,” Ziegelbein 
said. “If we play without many mis- 
takes like we did today, we’ve got a 
good shot.” 

“It’s not going to take too much to 
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getus fired up,” said outside linebacker 
Travis Hill, who recovered a fumble at 
the Missouri 17-yard line to set up 
Nebraska’s fifth touchdown, 

Colorado won't spread its offensive 
players all over the field down after 
down. “It'll be nice playing a team 
where you can see them all in one 
glance,” McBride said. 

The Buffaloes will attempt to do 
what they do best offensively and chal- 
lenge Nebraska's defense to stop them. 
What they do best is run, 

Even though the Cornhusker defense 
hasn't played a run-oriented, option 
offense such as Colorado’s this season, 
“we work hard on the run (in practice),” 
said McBride. “There was no more 
emphasis on the pass this week than in 
any other week. 

“Even though we don’t see many 
options, we work on options.” 

That the Colorado game will be 
played in Boulder didn’t seem to be of 
concern to the Cornhuskers. “I think 
it’s to our advantage to play there,” said 
tight end Johnny Mitchell. 

“If we can keep the crowd down and 
pour it on early, itcan be a great victory 
for us. When you go to a place like 
Colorado, it’s like the Cornhuskers 
against the world. We aren't going to 
intensify on it like we did last year. 
We're just going to go out and play 
good football.” 

McBride, a Colorado alum and 
former Buffalo player, also doesn’t 
expect problems playing in Boulder. 

“T always enjoy going back there,” 
he said. “It’s a big game. We're 
Colorado’s big rival; I think they've 
established that. It’s what college foot- 
ball is all about.” 

McBride admitted some concern 
with the play of the defense against 
Kansas State. Even though the Wild- 
cats are better than most people seem to 
think, “I was confused afterthe way we 
played,” he said. 

“We weren't mentally prepared to 
do things. The kids didn’t look like 
they were hungry.” 

McBride's confusion was put to rest 
against Missouri. “I think the kids were 
really focused,” he said. 

Even so, Osborne warned against 
reading too much into the Missouri 
victory. When asked what it told him 
about his team, Osborne replied: “It 
tells us we're better than Missouri. 

“Every week is a new experiment,” 
he said. 

As for Colorado, “we just hope we 
hit them right,” Osborne said. 
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Hitting Right On 


LINCOLN, Neb. — Again, the table is 
set for an all-important Nebraska- 
Colorado showdown. 

The ninth-rated Cornhuskers re- 
bounded from a scare against Kansas 
State to demolish Missouri, 63-6, Sat- 
urday with a confidence-building per- 
formance from all perspectives. 

Colorado, meanwhile, struggled at 
Manhattan for a 10-0 victory to match 
NU’s 3-0 Big Eight Conference record 
entering Saturday evening’s matchup 
in Boulder. The Buffaloes have beaten 
the Huskers the past two seasons, in- 
cluding a 27-12 come-from-behind 
victory a year ago, to win Big Eight 
titles and advance to the Orange Bowl. 

“We aren’t going to go out of our 
way to pay them back,” said NU tight 
end Johnny Mitchell. “We need to stay 
within ourselves. We don’t need to 
worry about last year. We’re going to 
go out and play good football.” 

Results Saturday and comparisons 
with common opponents K-State and 
Missouri would indicate a close con- 
frontation at CU. The Buffaloes previ- 
ously crushed Missouri, 55-7, and 
Nebraska edged Kansas State, 38-31. 

“Tt will be interesting,” said NU 
Coach Tom Osborne. “Colorado obvi- 
ously has a great football team. I just 
hope we can hit them right and be ready 
to go.” 


McCant busted loose for a 36-yard run to put Nebraska up 14-3. 


All Cornhusker experiments against 
Missouri reached positive results. No 
one in the 180th-consecutive sellout 
crowd of 76,244 in Memorial Stadium 


TWO WINNING TRADITIONS 


was sitting on the edge of his seat at the 
end of this one. 

Nebraska, 6-1, earned its 650th all- 
time victory and 50th against 3-3-1 


MID-CONTINENT BOTTLERS 


709 N. 108 St. 
Omaha, NE 
402-498-0440 


2201 Riverside 
Norfolk, NE 
402-371-9347 


4801 Superior St. 
Lincoln, NE 
402-464-3163 
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Missouri to virtually assure NU of its 
30th consecutive winning season de- 
spite falling behind for the second con- 
secutive week. 

When the Huskers drove 81 yards in 
seven plays on their second posses- 
sion, it marked the first of eight straight 
times Nebraska got the football and 
scored. 

“Everything’s 
hitting right on,” 
said Nebraska I- 
back Derek 


Baldwin 
wasted no time 
in returning to 
his previous 
scoring form... 
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Brown. “We’re pushing people back 
and that’s what we need.” 

First, Keithen McCant found Jon 
Bostick on a 27-yard touchdown pass. 
McCant followed with a 36-yard scor- 
ing run and Brown’s 5-yard TD run 
gave Nebraska a 21-3 lead after one 
quarter. 


Tyrone Legette and his 
secondary teammates had one 
of their finest days this season. 


McCant threw to Mitchell and Ty- 
rone Hughes for second-quarter touch- 
downs and Calvin Jones ran in from 5 
yards out as the Huskers increased their 
lead to 42-6 at intermission. Brown, 
Scott Baldwin and George Achola ran 
for TDs in the second half, giving four 
different Husker I-backs touchdowns. 

NU punter Mike Stigge did kick 
three times for an average of 46.3 yards 
and a long of 49, but the punts came on 
Nebraska’s first possession and two of 
the last three. 

The Cornhuskers amassed 221 yards 
during the first quarter, with Brown 
gaining 91 on 12 rushes, and had 398 by 
halftime. Nebraska finished with 681 
total yards, ninth-best in school history 
and third-best of the season. 

Brown, asophomore, rushed for 118 
yards on 18 carries to pass the 100-yard 
mark forthe seventh consecutive game, 
the third-longest string in Nebraska 
history. He was second best, however, 
among NUrunners Saturday as McCant 
set a new personal best with 124 yards 
on just nine carries. 

“He ran it good; that’s the way he’s 


Brown broke the century mark 
for the seventh consecutive 
game. 


supposed to run it,” said Brown, refer- 
ring to McCant. “It’s OK as long as we 
win. Keithen made some good decisions 
today.” 

Nebraska gained 511 yards on the 
ground and added 170 through the air 
on 13-of-19 passing without an inter- 
ception. McCant, who was nine of 13 
for 144 yards, Mickey Joseph and Tom 
Haase combined to complete passes to 
nine different receivers. 

Hughes totaled 56 yards on two re- 
ceptions, while Mitchell gained 36 yards 
with three catches, including his 12th 
career TD, and Bostick caught two for 
34 yards to extend his personal streak 
to 14 games with at least one reception. 

“Any time you have the receiving 
corps we have, you get the ball to them 
and they’re going to do something with 
it,” McCant said. 

NU converted 10 of 15 times on 
third down and gained 32 first downs to 
own a 34:58-25:02 advantage in time 
of possession. 

“The offense was clicking and that’s 
the best defense,” said NU Defensive 
Coordinator Charlie McBride. 


But the Nebraska Black Shirts ral- 
lied from a performance last week that 
resulted in questions to prevent the Big 
Eight’s leading passing team from 
crossing the goal line. 

Nebraska equaled a season-best set 
at Arizona State by limiting the Tigers 
to 261 yards of offense. 


“For Missouri, being a pass-oriented 
offense, to hold them to 184 yards pass- 
ing and six points, is a great boost for 
our defense,” said Husker strong safety 
Steve Carmer. 

Missouri quarterback Phil Johnson, 
averaging 217 passing yards a game 
and owning days of 260, 296, and 297 
yards, completed 
15 of 29 against 
Nebraska for 169 
yards. NU 
cornerback 


..-but seconds 
later a 
shoulder injury 
sent him back 
to the sideline. 
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MEMORIES 


NEBRASKA 63 MISSOURI 6 
October 26, 1991 
Derek Brown topped the 100-yard mark while 


scoring two TDs as Nebraska 
rolled to the victory. 


Me crete 


papa 
rams —tete ot 
lac aN a 
a a 


RECAP at a GLANCE tah St.] Colo. St.| Washington |Arizona St.| OSU KSU 


Kenny Wilhite intercepted Johnson 
once, while Lorenzo Brinkley picked 


off a pass from backup quarterback Jeff 


Handy. 

Missouri gained only 77 rushing 
yards on 32 carries. 

“Other than the Colorado game, 
Missouri had moved the ball well against 
everybody,” Osborne said. 

Nebraska’s intensity level, specifi- 
cally on defense, appeared improved 
after players admitted to playing flat 
against Kansas State. “We took them a 
little light last week,” Brown said. “We 
didn’t take this one lightly.” 

The coaches noticed, too. 
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“There was something different 
about them this week,” McBride said. 
They were quiet. You could tell a dif- 
ference in them.” 

Missouri still marched 57 yards on 
its first possession before Jeff Jacke 
gave the Tigers a 3-0 lead with a 42- 
yard field goal. Jacke added a 47-yard 
field goal in the second period, but 
Missouri never ended another drive in- 
side Nebraska territory. 

Linebacker Mike Anderson recorded 
a team-high six tackles for Nebraska, 
including one for a loss of 2 yards, 
while Curtis Cotton and Carmer each 
made five stops. Travis Hill, Greg 


Mike Petko was 
fired up after the 
Huskers recov- 
ered a Tiger 
fumble. 


Fletcher, Terry 
Connealy, and fourth- 
string middle guard 
Ryan Barry recorded 
sacks. 

“We were able to get 
our people out of there 
for the most part by 
the middle of the third 
quarter,” Osborne 
said. “Some guys got 
some playing time and 
that’s good because it 
had been awhile since 
we’ ve been able to get 
some of those guys 
into the ball game.” 

Baldwin, the No. | 
I-back at season’s 
start, returned to the lineup for the first 
time since injuring an ankle on 
Nebraska’s first offensive series of the 
year. He rushed five times for 28 yards 
against Missouri, but dislocated a 
shoulder on a l-yard TD run and could 
be out another three or four weeks. 

“We really hate to see that,” Os- 
borne said, “because he’s a hammer- 
type runner and a real inspirational type 
player.” 

Tight end Chris Garrett also suf- 
fered a knee strain, but the Huskers will 
enter the Colorado game with primarily 
a healthy unit. 

Brown will go to Boulder in good 
shape after missing last year’s game 
and fighting a bout with the flu that kept 
him out of practice the first three days 
of last week. 

“This is one of the games I was 
looking forward to last year, but I went 
out the game before with a separated 
shoulder,” he said. “That’s the Big Eight 
Championship right there. Other games 
down the road will be big, too, but 
that’s the main one right there. We’re 
going to come to play.” 


brought to you by Security Mutual Life N 
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Missouri Coach Bob Stull Saturday 
became the latest observer to recognize 
the importance of Keithen McCant in the 
efficiency of Nebraska’s offense. 

McCant and linebacker Mike Ander- 
son earned Player of the Game honors for 
their performances against the Tigers Sat- 
urday. 

McCant, a senior from Grand Prairie, 


Texas, played less than two and a half 


quarters against Missouri but made an 
impression. He ran for a career-high 124 
yards and a touchdown on nine carries for 
an encore to his first 100-yard perfor- 
mance against Kansas State a week ear- 
lier. 

“The thing that we thought about 
McCant was that he could run or throw,” 
Stull said. “We thought that’s why they 
were doing so well offensively, the way 
he’s played this year. I think last year at 
this time, they were trying to figure out 
who their quarterback was and I think 
since Keithen’s been in there, they’ve 
really moved the ball.” 

After four plays and a punt on their 
initial possession Saturday, the Huskers 
scored the next eight times they got the 
football, with McCant directing six and a 
half of those drives. He left the game for 
good after stinging a shoulder on a 15- 
yard keep around right end. 

McCant completed nine of 13 passes 
without an interception Saturday for 144 
yards and touchdowns to Johnny Mitchell, 
Jon Bostick, and Tyrone Hughes. 


Osborne’s Pride 


McCant’s NCAA pass rating during the 
last three games stands at 208.0 as he has 
completed better than 75 percent of his 
passes for 482 yards and seven TDs. 
His coach sees McCant’s success in 
more than just numbers. 


“He’s really a good player,” Tom 
Osborne said. “He checked off well, too. 
He picked up their blitzes pretty good.” 

Anderson, a sophomore from Grand 
Island, Neb., led a Black Shirt unit that 
equaled its season-best of 261 yards al- 


Nebraska’s Players of the Game exhibit a burning desire to excel, not just perform. 


No matter what the opposition. 


At Security Mutual Life Nebraska, we understand that drive. Our goal is to surpass 
our clients’ expectations, not just to live up to them. 


We would appreciate the opportunity to put our commitment to excellence to work for 
you. Contact a Security Mutual Life Nebraska associate today. 


Security 
Mutual Life Nebraska 
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Above: Keithen McCant 
Left: Mike Anderson 


lowed with six total tackles, including 
one for a loss of 2 yards. The linebacker 
helped Nebraska limit Missouri to just 77 
rushing yards on 32 carries. 

“T was really proud of them today,” 
Osborne said. 
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Center Jay Leeuwenburg may have 
said it best when it comes to the 1991 
Colorado Buffaloes: “This team has a lot 
of pride. Things may not have gone the 
way we wanted in our four league games, 
but we have to stick together and come 
back. We’ re two-time defending Big Eight 
Champions and we’ve got to come to- 
gether and play like it.” 

That pretty well sums up Bill 
McCartney’s 10th season as the Buffalo 
mentor. Two nonconference losses (at 
home to Baylor 16-14 and at Stanford 28- 
21) left people wondering what had 
happened to the defending champion. But 
McCartney’s crew responded with a good 
Homecoming against Missouri (55-7) 
before taking to the road for two big wins 
against Oklahoma (34-17) and Kansas 


HUSKERS 2-DEEP 


(returning starters in bold) 


OFFENSE 


SE 18 JonBostick 6-2 190 sr. 
33 Tyrone Hughes 5-10 175 jr 
LT 77 L. Lundberg 6-4 305 SO. 
56 R. Zatechka 6-5 305 fr. 
LG 61 ErikWiegert 6-5 300 sr. 
64 Chris Zyzda 62 “285 ih. 
C 53 B.Ziegelbein 6-4 275 sr. 
51 Jim Scott 6-2 260  s0. 
RG 75 Will Shields 6-1 295 = jr. 
78 T.J. Slansky 65) naa Ir 
RT 76 B.Boerboom 6-7 310 st. 
72 ZachWiegert 6-5 ; 
TE 89 W.Washington 6-2 260 jr. 


86 J. Mitchell 6-3 260 So. 
QB 10 K.McCant 6-2 200 sr. 
2 M. Joseph 5-10 180 sr. 
FB 26 Lance Lewis 6-0 225 jr. 
41 Tim Johnk 5-11 215 sr. 
TB 21 DerekBrown 5-9 180 So. 


44 Calvin Jones 5-11 205 fr. 
WB 22 Nate Turner 6-2 220 sr. 
27 A.Muhammad 5-11 175 fr. 
DEFENSE 
OLB 93 Travis Hill 6-2 235 jr. 


91 Lance Gray 6-1 220 sO, 
LT 70 Jamie Liewer 6-4 j 
67 Kevin Ramaekers 6-4 290 so. 
NG 97 PatEngelbert 6-2 265 sr. 
73 DavidNoonan 6-3 
RT 92 John Parrella 6-5 290 jr 
90 Bruce Moore 6-6 240 so. 
OLB 96 David White 6-2 240 jr. 
34 Trev Alberts 6-4 235 so. 
99 Mike Petko 6-3 230 sr. 
89 D. Williams 6-1 250 so. 
WLB 48 M. Anderson 6-2 230 so. 
32 Ed Stewart 6-0 195 fr. 
LCB 9 Curtis Cotton 6-1 210 sr. 
19 Kenny Wilhite 5-8 190 jr. 
FS 3 Tyrone Byrd 6-0 175 jr 
6 John Reece 6-0 205 So, 
SS 31 SteveCarmer 6-2 210 jr. 
46 Troy Dumas 6-3 185 fr. 
RCB 3 T. Legette 5-10 180 sr. 
16 Vernon Powell 5-10 160 


SLB 


State (10-0). Nebraska coaches and play- 
ers know the challenge that lies ahead of 
them this week. 

“We'll have to play extremely well 
this week at Boulder,” Derek Brown said. 
“We are capable of winning the game.” 

Not only do the Huskers feel that way 
but so do players around the league. 

“Nebraska definitely has a chance to 
win at Colorado,” Oklahoma quarterback 
Cale Gundy said. “You can never count 
out Nebraska, no matter where they are 
playing. Nebraska has a great football 
team.” 

For Nebraska to beat the Buffs it must 
do something that Oklahoma was unable 
to do— shut down Darian Hagan (5-foot- 
10, 185). The senior was phenomenal 
against the Sooners completing 10-of-15 
passes for 151 yards and three touch- 
downs without an interception. Last 
Saturday against the Wildcats, Hagan 
completed 12 passes for 122 yards without 
a touchdown, the first time this season 
that Hagan has not thrown a scoring pass 
in a game. 

Hagan can not only burn you through 
the air and on the ground, but he can also 
turn on the jets on a punt return. Hagan, in 
an effort to impress NFL scouts, has 
asked Coach Bill McCartney to allow 
him to return punts. He has returned 13 
for nearly 200 yards while also engi- 
neering the offense at a32-point per game 
clip. Is it a wise move to have your 
franchise player risking injury by re- 
turning punts? 

“When you have a special talent like 
Hagan, you have to use him,” Oklahoma 
State Head Coach Pat Jones said. “When 
Thurman (Thomas) was here, we used 
him on special teams. It’s a smart move 
on Bill’s part.” 

Snapping the ball to Hagan is the 


Darian Hagan against the 
Husker defense — Hagan vic- 
timized the Sooner defense two weeks 
ago in Norman. His speed allows him 
to get to the corner and turn upfield on 
the option and his arm allows him to 
throw deep if the defense tries to stop 
the run. He’s a problem for any de- 
fensive coordinator. If Nebraska can 
force Hagan into making mistakes, 
they will have a good shot at slowing 
the Buff offense. If Hagan is able to 
mix up the plays effectively, Nebraska 
will be hard-pressed to win the game. 

Colorado nose tackle Joel 
Steed against the interior of 


Key Matchups: NU versus Colorado 


Quarterback Darian Hagan was 
phenomenal against the Sooners. 


veteran Leeuwenburg (6-3, 265), who 
has also made a special effort to contrib- 
ute this season. The senior captain broke 
a bone in his right hand in practice on 
September 24. As a right-handed snap- 
per, coaches were concerned at first how 
long this injury would keep the potential 
first-round draft pick out of the lineup. 
They didn’t have to wonder for long — 
Leeuwenburg, who has started 29 con- 
secutive games, began hiking the ball 
with his left hand. He is expected to wear 
a cast on the hand through this week’s 
game before being freed of it for next 
week’s game at Oklahoma State. Despite 
the injury, he is a candidate for the Out- 
land and Lombardi Trophies and has been 
invited to play in the 1992 East-West 
Shrine Game, one of the most prestigious 
post-season honors a senior can receive. 

Despite the slow start, McCartney is 
excited about his team. 

“IT wouldn’t trade this year’s group for 
anyone — not even last year’s squad.” 


the Nebraska offensive line — 
Steed is in line for post-season honors, 
both on league and national levels. If he 
is able to penetrate into the Husker 
backfield and put pressure on Keithen 
McCant on the pass or hinder the run- 
ning of Derek Brown, the offense will 
stumble. If Steed is effectively blocked, 
the fullback game will work through the 
middle. In turn, that will help the pass- 
ing game and the slashing runs of Brown. 

Playing at Boulder — It’s never 
an easy place to play and it will be 
doubly tough this week. McCartney has 
made Nebraska THE rivalry and the 
crowd will be into the game. 
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* indicates player pictured. 


4 es: Tailback 
Projected starter indicated 


by uppercased name. 


Wide Receiver 
*86 RICO SMITH 

(6-0, 185, Sr) 

9 Charles Johnson 
— (6-0, 185, So) 

*87 SEAN BROWN 70 CRAIG ANDERSON 

(6-2, 245, Sr) (6-4, 280, So) 

85 Sean Embree *72 Derek West 
(6-4, 230, So) (6-8, 280, Fr) 


Tight End Left Tackle 
Left Tackle 
*99 LEONARD RENFRO 
(6-5, 270, So) 
92 Darius Holland 
(6-4, 275, Fr) 


O. Linebacker 


fae 
— 


Fullback 
12 LAMONT WARREN *43 SCOTT PHILLIPS 
(6-0, 185, Fr) (6-2, 220, So) 
*7 Kent Kahl 34 Kendall Bussey 
(6-1, 200, Fr) (6-3, 225, Fr) 
Quarterback Wingback 
*3 DARIAN HAGAN *25 MARK HENRY 
(5-10, 185, Sr) (6-2, 190, Sr) 
1 Vance Joseph 81 M. Westbrook 
(5-10, 190, So) (6-3, 205, Fr) 
*73ROGERIVEY *52J.LEEUWENBURG 74D. JACKSON *77 JIM HANSEN 
(6-3, 275, So) (6-3, 265, Sr) (6-3, 290, So) (6-6, 275, Jr) 
66 Clint Moore 71 Erez Gottlieb *75 Jason Perkins 61 Chris Stortz 
(6-4, 285, Fr) (6-3, 260, Jr) (6-4, 255, Jr) (6-6, 290, Fr) 


Right Guard 


Left Guard Center Right Tackle 
Nose Guard Right Tackle 
*93 JOEL STEED *97 M. ELDER 
(6-2, 270, Sr) (6-5, 285, Jr) 
39 Jeff Brunner 89 Brian Dyet 
(6-2, 255, So) (6-6, 250, So) 
|. Linebacker |. Linebacker O. Linebacker 


*34 CHAD BROWN 


*56 RON WOOLFORK *19 GREG BIEKERT *46 TED JOHNSON 
(6-3, 235, So) (6-3, 230, Jr) (6-4, 230, Fr) (6-3, 230, Jr) 
55 DeShannon Campbell 98 Norm Barnett 36 Jon Knutson 95 Rodell Guest 
(6-6, 250, Fr) (6-1, 235, Fr) (6-4, 230, Fr) (6-5, 245, Sr) 
Left Cornerback Strong Safety Free Safety Right Cornerback 


*2 DEON FIGURES 
(6-1, 195, Jt) 


26 J. Hayward 
(6-2, 170, Jr) 


*6 ERIC HAMILTON *27 GREG THOMAS “13 R. BRADFORD 


(6-0, 200, Jr) (6-2, 220, Sr) (5-11, 185, Jr) 
23 Greg Lindsey 37 Tate Nelson 47 Chris Hudson 
(6-1, 200, So) (6-2, 180, Jr) (5-11, 190, Fr) 


FORECAST 


Claudia Sangster, York News- 
Times: “Last week’s game showed 
Nebraska can be defensive against a 
passing attack. Although Missouri’s 
aerial game isn’t on the same level as 
Hagan’s, the NU secondary did show 
some improvement. The play of Derek 
Brown and Keithen McCant and 
Nebraska’s ability to control Hagan 
will be the crucial elements of the game, 
Nebraska will have to stay focused. 
Colorado’s 10-point showing last week 
makes this game harder to predict. 
Nebraska 21, Colorado 17.” 

John Ryan, Columbus Telegram: 
“Will the real Nebraska Cornhuskers 
please stand up. The Huskers” rolled 
over Missouri in one of their most 
flawless efforts in recent history. This 
was especially important since they 
were coming off the scare of a lifetime 
against Kansas State. But if the Corn- 
huskers are going to play with Colorado, 
they're going to have to shed the Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde complex. 

“The same K-State offense that 
scored 31 on Nebraska was shut out by 
the Buffs. Tom Osborne’s infamous 
two runs then pass offense is not going 
to cut it in Colorado. NU will have to 
open the Colorado game just like they 
did in last week's game. The Huskers 
showed new power offensively and the 
defense was given the freedom to apply 
pressure though steady blitzes. 


“Colorado should not be as much of 


a problem offensively as they will de- 
fensively. For Colorado, it will be their 
ability to control the Nebraska offense 
that will decide the game. If McCant 
stays hot with the same kind of effort 
that has given him two straight 100- 


yard games, the Buffs will be on their 
heels. Tom Osborne is tired of the stigma 
that goes with losing big games, He'll 
find a way to open up. Look for NU 24, 
CU 21.” 

Nick Hytrek, Daily Nebraskan: “It's 
hard to call, but I don’t think the Ne- 
braska defense can stop Darian Hagan. 
That’s what the game will probably 
come down to. | don’t think it will be 
the letdown by the secondary, but the 
fact that Nebraska can’tcontain Hagan. 
Colorado’s defense shut down the 
Wildcats, but Nebraska gave them 31 
points, so the Buffs’ defense has to be 
the favorite. Colorado should win 21- 
20.” 

Tom Vint, Associated Press, Ne- 
braska: “It will take positive answers to 
alot of questions for the Huskers to win 
this one. Can McCant continue to im- 
prove? How will Nebraska's offensive 
line do against the Buffalo front? Will 
Nebraska suffer another late let down? 

“An optimist’s view would have to 
be that the Huskers are back and would 
pick Nebraska 24-17. A pessimist will 
reverse the score. It should come down 
to the two quarterbacks. Both defenses 
will have trouble keeping the offenses 
off the boards. Nebraska has the capa- 
bility of scoring against anyone. They 
scored on Washington and the Huskies 
have probably one of the best defenses 
in the country.” 

Scott Reichel, Colorado Campus 
Press: “I think Colorado will win this 
contest. The Buff defense has played so 
strong lately, that it will hold Nebraska 
to 17 points. Colorado's offense should 
be able to amass about 27 points. The 
key to the game will be Colorado's 
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ability to shutdown the Nebraska rush- 
ing attack. There's no way they can 
completely shut down Nebraska, but if 
they are forced to stumble, it could cost 
them the game. 

“Nebraska will have trouble keep- 
ing Hagan down and their secondary is 
still prone to the pass.” 

Our Pick: “Nebraska has been la- 
beled as they team that could never win 
the big game. This will be the chance 
for Nebraska to shed that hang up. Not 
only will a win get the critics off 
Osborne’s back (for a while) but it 
would be the needed ingredient ina Big 
Eight uve hunt. If nothing else, the 
Huskers will truly control their own 
destiny. 

“Nebraska got its first real test 
against Kansas State and was able to 
come out on top. Building on that ex- 
perience, the Huskers blasted Missouri. 
A win over a decent team like the Ti- 
gers will only strengthen the Huskers’ 
chances. Keithen McCant has come 
forward to be the catalyst Nebraska 
needed. The offense seems to have 
grown comfortable with him at the helm 
and is now ready to move onto that next 
stage. If this game had come three weeks 
earlier, Nebraska probably would have 
lost. Now with a balanced attack on 
both the ground and the air, Nebraska 
has the chance they’ ve been waiting for 
all season. OU's defense is probably 
stronger than Nebraskas’ and that makes 
you worry a little, but look for pure 
heart and desire to be the turning point 
in this game. Darian Hagan will get the 
shot in the arm that he needs and Colo- 
rado will go down. Nebraska 35, 
Colorado 27." & 
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Individual Stats Score by Quarter 


MU 330 0— 6 Nebraska 
NU 212114 7 — 63 TACKLES YDS 
PLAYER SOLO ASST SACKS LOST 
Barry 1 0 1 2 
Engelbert 1 1 
Parrella 0 1 
Connealy 1 0 1 8 
Moore 1 1 
First downs 32 16 done : : 
Rushing 24 9 Colman 0 1 
Passing 7 7 Hill iP wi 1 5 
Penalties 1 0 White 1 0 
Rushing yardage 68-516 32-113 | Alberts Ge 12 
Yards lostrushing 5 36 Fletcher 2 2 1 6 
Net yards rushing 511 77 Gray 0 2 
Net yards passing 170 184 vere ; : 
Passes attempted 19 35 Ba , 0 
Passes completed 13 17 Anderson - 3 3 
Passes intercepted 0 2 Stewart { { 
Total plays 87 67 Zahn 1 1 
Total net yards 681 261 Branch 2 2 
Avg. gain per play 7.8 3.8 Cotton 2 3 
Fumbles-lost 1-0 3-1 Wilhite 1 1 
Penalties-yards 5-36 4-32 Legetie 1 1 
Interceptions-yards 2-17 0-0 oe mer 3 : 
Punt yards 4-181 7-275 ord ar 
Avg. per punt 45.2 39.2 Cisco { 9 
Punt ret.-yards 512 ast Dumas { 1 
Kickoff ret.-yards 3-56 9-135 
Possession time 34:58 25:02 ; j 
3rd down conv. 10-15 0-11 Mienourt TACKLES yDs 
Sacks by 4-21 0-0 PLAYER SOLO ASST SACKS LOST 
Johnson, M. 4 4 
Reiner 7 5 
Benson 4 4 
Oliver 5 2 


First Quarter 


RUSHING 
Nebraska 
PLAYER ATT YDS LOST LONG TDS 
McCant 9 128 4 49 1 
Brown 18 119 1 30 2 
Achola 7 58 0 28 1 
Jones 10 51 0 13 1 
Baldwin 5 28 0 9 1 
Lewis 2 44 0 27 0 
Johnk 4 28 0 14 0 
Cornwell 2 27 0 24 0 
Joseph 6 24 0 16 0 
Haase 1 6 0 6 0 
McMillen 1 3 0 3 0 
Missouri 
PLAYER ATT YDS LOST LONG TDS 
Washington 11 48 0 14 0 
Madison 7 25 2 10 0 
Freeman 2 17 0 12 0 
Tale 1 6 0 6 0 
Kayhill 1 2 0 2 0 
Sallee 3 5 WS 0 
PASSING 
Nebraska 
PLAYER ATT/COMP INT YDS LONG TDS 
McCant 13-9 0 144 35 3 
Joseph 5-3 ry TS a 0 
Haase 1-1 te ew 0 
Missouri 
PLAYER ATT/COMP INT YDS LONG TDS 
Johnson 29-15 1 169 36 0 
Handy 6-2 {i “1. 8 0 
RECEIVING 
Nebraska 
PLAYER NO YDS LONG TDS 
Hughes 2 56 85. 1 
Mitchell 3 36 16064 
Bostick 2 34 2 | 
Hawkins 1 11 110 
Werner 1 11 110 
Muhammad 1 9 9 0 
Brown 1 9 9 0 
Verdral 1 7 7 0 
Achola 1 -3 3 0 
Missouri 
PLAYER NO YDS LONG TDS 
Dunn 4 69 360 0 
Madison 3 30 iO 
Leach 2 29 23. «0 
Holly 2 19 10 O 
Freeman 2 12 7 0 
Sallee 2 11 7 0 
PUNTING 
Nebraska 
PLAYER NO YDS LONG AVG 
Stigge 4 181 49 45.2 
Missouri 
PLAYER NO YDS LONG AVG 
Plunkett 7 275 «47 «(39,2 


0-3 Jeff Jacke 42-yard field goal 11:36 
7-3 Jon Bostick 27-yard pass from 
Keithen McCant (Byron Bennett PAT) 8:57 
14-3 McCant 36-yard run (Bennett PAT) 4:19 
21-3 Derek Brown 5-yard run (Bennett PAT) :51 
Second Quarter 
21-6 Jacke 47-yard field goal 11:31 
28-6 Johnny Mitchell 7-yard pass from 
McCant (Bennett PAT) Noy 
35-6 Calvin Jones 5-yard run (Bennett PAT) 3:07 
42-6 Tyrone Hughes 21-yard pass from 
McCant (Bennett PAT) (32 
Third Quarter 
49-6 Brown 5-yard run (Bennett PAT) 8:14 
56-6 Scott Baldwin 1-yard run (Tom 
Sieler PAT) 2:02 
Fourth Quarter 
63-6 George Achola 7-yard run (Sieler PAT) 9:04 
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The Huskers had two players go 
down with injuries in their 63-6 win. 
Tight end Chris Garrett suffered a knee 
strain and his status was not known at 
press time. After suffering a sprained 
ankle while scoring on a 29-yard run on 


the Huskers’ first offensive series of 


the season against Utah State on Sept. 
7, I-back Scott Baldwin returned to 
action against Missouri only to be in- 
jured again. Baldwin, who started the 
season as the No. | I-back, suffered a 
dislocated shoulder while scoring ona 


AROUND-THE-BIG_EIG, 


|-yard touchdown run. The early prog- 
nosis is three to four weeks. 

The Cornhuskers recorded their 
650th all-time win versus 285 losses 
and 39 ties. The win has virtually as- 
sured Nebraska of its 30th-consecutive 
Winning season since a 3-6-1 mark in 
1961. 

Nebraska played 109 players, the 
most to see action this season. The 
Huskers’ 681 total yards of offense was 
the ninth best in school history and the 
third best this year. Nebraska also came 


away turnover free for the first time this 
season. The scoring assault by the 
Husker offense culminated with eight 
different players scoring on the nine 
touchdowns including four different I- 
backs: Derek Brown, Calvin Jones, 
Scott Baldwin and George Achola. 


On the Cover: The Huskers totally 
dominated the Tigers 63-6 in Lincoln to 
improve to 3-0 in the conference. All 


game phoios by William Lauer. 


Oklahoma 41 
Kansas 3 

Oklahoma used the big play to shake 
off two consecutive losses to Texas and 
Colorado and put away the visiting 
Jayhawks 41-3. Oklahoma moved to 2- 
1 in the Big Eight Conference and 5-2 
on the season while Kansas dropped to 
1-2 in league action. 

Otis Taylor took Dan Eichloff’s punt 
and raced 58 yards to begin the scoring 
with 8:35 left in the first quarter. Less 
than four minutes later Ted Long took 
the handoff on a reverse and flew for a 
56-yard touchdown. Offensive guard 
Paul Moriarty threw the final block on 
the run at the Kansas 5-yard line. The 
hustling junior raced downfield to 
pancake Doug Terry. The 14 points in 
the opening stanza marked the first 
time this season that Oklahoma had 
scored more than seven points in the 
initial quarter. 

OU didn’t let up in the second 
quarter, using two Mike Gaddis 
touchdown runs (4 and 34 yards) to 
balloon the lead to 27-0 with 7:37 re- 
maining before intermission. OU struck 
again on its next possession as Cale 
Gundy found Albert Hall for a 68-yard 
touchdown. The Sooners’ final score 
came on Billy McDade's l-yard leap 
with 11:33 left in the game. Kansas 
could only muster an Eichloff 43-yard, 
second-quarter field goal. 


Oklahoma State 6 
lowa State 6 

The Cowboys saw a delay of game 
penalty stop what could have been the 
game winning drive and had to accept 
a tie on the strength of field goals of 32 
and 39 from Rick Myers in Ames. The 
tie left the Pokes and Cyclones tied in 


the conference basement at ()-2-1. 
OSU managed only 356 yards of 
total offense and Myers missed two 
field goals tries and had one blocked. 
Threatening to score in the second 
quarter, tailback Russell Berrien pow- 
ered ahead for 4 yards on a fourth-and- 
one play. But because of confusion on 
the OSU sideline, the play got a late 
Start and the flag from the back judge 
squashed any hopes the Pokes had of 
earning their first win of the season. 


Colorado 10 
Kansas State 0 

The Wildcats continue to be pains in 
the side of the conference’ s power clubs 
as the No, 16 Buffs struggled for their 
18th consecutive conference win in 
Manhattan. After giving the Husker 
faithful a scare in Lincoln last week, 
KSU managed to hang with the Buffs 
while being 21-point underdogs. 

While clearly outplaying Colorado 
in the first half, the Wildcats came 
away empty after threatening to score 
five times. Lamont Warren gave the 
Buffs a little breathing space after 
crossing into the end zone on a 7-yard 
score in the second quarter. Jim Harper 
tagged on the insurance field goal to 
seal the victory. 


Top 10 Action... 


Top ranked Florida State dodged a 
bullet at Baton Rouge, La., as the Semi- 
noles relied on a strong second half 
showing to thwart the Tigers’ upset 
notions. FSU overcame a 13-0 first- 
quarter deficit to remain undefeated at 
8-0. Washington, No. 3, kept its na- 
tional title hopes alive with a 29-7 win 
over Oregon and fourth-ranked 
Michigan had little trouble claiming 


the Little Brown Jug with a 52-6 win 
over Minnesota, 

Notre Dame killed two late scoring 
threats by USC to improve to 7-1 with 
its No. 5 ranking. Florida and Alabama 
were idle at No. 6 and No.7 respectively. 
No.9 Nebraska blasted Missouri 63-6 
while Penn State also had little trouble 
disposing of West Virginia 51-6. 

No. 10 California improved to 6-1 
after pulling out a 41-20 win against 
San Jose State. 


CONFERENCE 
CONFERENCE STANDINGS 


Team 'W LT PF PA 


Nebraska 150 
Colorado 
Oklahoma 
Kansas 
Kansas St. 
Missouri 

lowa St. 
Oklahoma St. 0 


OVERALL 
W LT PF 


--oO00000 


Team 


319 139 
222 81 

216 95 

182 126 
151 165 
156 239 
100 152 
62 203 


Nebraska 
Colorado 
Oklahoma 
Kansas 
Kansas St. 
Missouri 

lowa St. 
Oklahoma St. 0 


—+~—--=-0O00000 


* Wins-Losses-Tie-Points For-Points Against 
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Let's Face It, 


No One Checking Account 


e 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 


Is Right For Everybody. 


That's Why We Have 7. 


Since no two people are 
the same, no one checking 


account is right for everyone. 


That's why FirsTier created 
seven new checking 
accounts that together offer 
you more options and more 
benefits than you've found 
with checking before. One of 
the accounts is right for you. 


FirsTier 
= EDGE: 


An exciting new account 
that combines an impres- 
sive range of money sav- 
ing, time saving services: 
no minimum balance, 
unlimited check writing, 
interest, a no annual fee 
VISA’ or MasterCard’ (with 
approved credit), ATM 
card, and more. 


FirsTier Fifty 
»& Better: 


A new package of per- 
sonal financial services 


designed for people 
who've earned some of 
life’s little rewards: no min- 
imum balance, unlimited 


check writing, interest, a no 


annual fee VISA or Mas- 
terCard (with approved 
credit), VISA Traveler's 
Cheques with no fee, 
travel benefits, insurance 
and more. 


FirsTier 
50: 


Unlimited Checking with a 
$100 minimum balance, 
interest bearing options, 
free FirsTier style checks, 
and more. For those 

50 and over. 


Value Plus 
aChecking: 


The ideal account for peo- 
ple who write a minimum 
number of checks and 
maintain a low balance. 


<= Firslier Banks 
—==: Firslier. Savings Bank... 


FesTigr Banks, WA, Members FDIC. Firstar Savings Sank. FS. FDC msured 


A New Level Of Personal Checking. 


Regular 
«Checking: 


Offers you three ways to 
get unlimited checking, 
with no service charge. 


NOW 
a Checking: 


Earn interest and enjoy 

unlimited checking, with 

two ways to eliminate 
service charges. 


SuperNow 
«Checking: 


Like the NOW account, but 
you get higher interest 
rates with higher balances. 


So come by FirsTier 
today. We'll sit down face to 
face and help you find the 
checking account that's right 
for you. 
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The Southern region of the United 
States can putupapretty good argument 
when itcomes to football. Folks in that 
part of the country think they play the 
best brand of football in these United 
States. Here's a rundown on the players 
that are responsible for that attitude. 
LOUISIANA 

Louisiana is a state that traditionally 
draws attention from a number of 
schools nationwide, Each year the 
majority of top prospects leave the state 
and become All-Americans elsewhere, 
The state is especially important to the 
Big Eights three major powers. Ne- 
braska and Colorado have recruited the 
state for key prospects for the last sev- 
eral years while Oklahoma re-opened 
inroads a year ago with the signing of 
Inurell Chester and Allen Zeno. 

“Louisiana once again has a number 
of prospects,” said Bill Buchalter of 
The Orlando Sentinel who is the re- 
cruiting authority for the Southern re- 
gion. “I can’t tell you, however, how 
many of those athletes will make it 
academically, This was the knock on 
the class a year ago. What happened 
also is that out of the top 16 players, 
only three went to LSU; the rest went 
oul of state. Getting a Jamie Howard 
early could start a bandwagon effect in 
keeping the players at home. 

“There are a number of outstanding 
linemen and tight ends in the state.” 
Buchalter continued. “The No. | 
prospect in Louisiana is tightend David 
LaFleur (6-foot-6, 265, 4.8) of Lake 
Charles (Westlake). He’s a very fine 
prospect who is drawing attention from 
everybody inthe South including Notre 
Dame. Texas and Texas A&M, I would 
think that LSU would be the one to beat 
on him but they will have to beat a 
number of schools to get him.” 

Gabe Northern (6-4, 215, 4.6) of 
Baton Rouge (Glen Oaks) and Danny 
Lasseigne (6-3, 220, 4.6) of Lafayette 
(St. Thomas More) also line up at tight 
end and will receive attention from 
across the nation, However, Lasseigne 
hopes to follow Howard to LSU while 
Northern is more open minded, decid- 
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ing between Texas, Baylor, LSU, 
Florida and Arizona. Northern is quite 
an athlete running a 10.8 100 meters, 

Louisiana has a slew of majorcollege 
prospects in the offensive line. Marcus 
Carmouche (6-3, 260. 5.1) of Lafayette 
(Carencro) is a top five center nation- 
ally, interested in Tennessee, Florida 
State, Nebraska, Tulane and Alabama, 
Shannon Clavelle (6-4, 255,4.85) of 
New Orleans (Walker), Joel Sinclair 
(6-4, 260, 5.1) of Crowley and Pat 
Thompson (6-3, 275, 5.0) of Marrero 
(Ehret) are al] highly regarded on a 
national scale. Clavelle is a dominate 
run blocker who can bench 350. At the 
moment Clavelle has his eye on the Big 
Eight hoping to visit Nebraska, Okla- 
homa and Colorado. Sinclair, a starter 
since his sophomore year, tossed the 
discus 156 feet and the shot 53 feet. 
Texas and Nebraska head the list for 
this talented offensive lineman with 
Notre Dame, LSU, Oklahoma and 
Texas A&M in contention for a visit. 
Thompson is a two time All-District 
performer who lists Oklahoma, South 
Carolina, Ohio State, LSU and Texas 
A&M as his favorites. The Sooners 
may be leading at the moment for this 
talented athlete who has already quali- 
fied academically. 

Other Louisiana offensive linemen 
drawing attention include Rico Malone 
(6-3, 262, 5.0) of Shreveport (Hunting- 
ton) who plays both ways and can bench 
over 330 pounds. Malone has his eye 
on Texas A&M, Colorado, Oklahoma 
and LSU. Brian Sharp (6-3, 325, 5.2) 
of Covington must lose some weight 
and then should be a dominate force. If 
Sharp can improve his grades Nebraska, 
Mississippi State, Alabama, LSU and 
Auburn would like to get in the hunt. 
Jeffrey Jenkins (6-5, 260, 5,1) of Mon- 
roe (Ouachita Christian) is a two way 
starter with a 3.4 GPA. Oklahoma and 
Nebraska will batthe LSU, Memphis 
State, Texas A&M and Auburn to sign 
Jenkins, Robert Champagne (6-7, 265, 
5.1) is loaded with potential and is 
considering Nebraska and Colorado. 
Tennessee, Georgia Tech, Notre Dame 


and LSU are also in the picture. 

Patrick Williams (6-4, 230, 4.8) of 
Monroe (Wossman) heads the list of 
defensive linemen in the state. Williams 
specializes in the pass rush with 15 
hurries recorded a year ago, LSU leads 
Mississippi. OU. LSU, Texas and Texas 
A&M. Tyrone Smith (6-4, 250, 5 .0) 
teams with Kauika Pittman (6-6, 220, 
4.7) to form quite a duo on the line at 
Leesville. Smith has the grades while 
Pittman is along shot. Both are glanc- 
ing at Oklahoma with Smith also con- 
sidering Nebraska, Texas A&M, LSU 
and Texas. Pittman hopes to visit Ala- 
bama and Missouri as well. 

You can always count on lineback- 
ers with size and speed out of Louisi- 
ana. The best of the lot this year is 
James Gillyard (6-3, 205, 4.6) of 
Shreveport (Woodlawn), La. This pre- 
season All-American totaled 92 tack- 
les a year ago, including 16 quarter- 
back sacks, Gillyard scored a 17 on his 
SAT and is leaning toward Colorado at 
the moment with Oklahoma, Nebraska, 
LSU and Florida State in chase. Joel 
Locker (6-3, 227, 4.75) of Slidell has 
great size and speed averaging nine 
tackles a game last season. Locker 
wants to look at Michigan, Notre Dame, 
Nebraska, Colorado and LSU. 

Carlos Jones (5-11, 175, 4.4) of 
Marrero (Shaw) is the top defensive 
back in Louisiana, a pure cornerback 
prospect who totaled 48 tackles, Jones 
will double as a quarterback this fall. 
Speed is Jones’ game, winning the 100 
meter state title (10.46) and finishing 
second in the 200 meter. LSU leads 
Texas A&M, Nebraska, Colorado and 
Miami. 

Outside of Howard, there are four 
skill position players that will draw 
nationwide attention. Running backs 
Nilo( Nitro) Silvan (5-10, 170, 4.3), of 
Covington (St. Paul) and David Butler 
(5-10, 180, 4.38), are speed backs that 
can flat turn the corner. Butler finished 
fourth in the state meet in the 100 meters 
a year ago after rushing for 1,302 yards 
and 13 TDs, At the moment Butler is 
looking at Oklahoma with Texas A&M, 
Houston, LSU and Indiana in the hunt. 
Silvan totaled 1,597 yards on 11 yards 
per carry and 20 TDs. Add 24 catches 
for 455 yards and three touchdowns on 
both punt and kickoff returns. This 
potential game breaker can high jump 
6-6 and has a vertical jump of 37 inches. 
He has a friend and former teammate at 
Purdue and will likely visit there. Silvan 
is also looking at Oklahoma, Notre 


Dame, Nebraska, Tennessee and Colo- 
rado. Quarterback Eric Randall (6-2 1/ 
2, 190, 4.7) of Baton Rouge (Glen Oaks) 
threw for 2,287 yards a year ago with 
25 TDs and managed over 1,500 yards 
passing as a sophomore. Grades are 
questionable, but if they come around, 
Randall can choose from Duke, Ten- 
nessee, Michigan or Florida. 

The top wide receiver is Eddie (Boo) 
Kennison, III (6-1, 175, 4.38) of Lake 
Charles (Washington Marion). Boo 
had an incredible year last season going 
over 1,000 yards in receptions and 
scoring 19 TDs. Often timed at 10.3 in 
the 100 meters, speed is Boo’s game 
and since he’s anative of Houston, he’s 
become quite attached to the Cougar 
offense. Grades need to be watched 
closely but if they come 
around Miami, Texas A&M, 
Nebraska, Florida and LSU 
will try to lure Boo away from 
Houston. Boo has been 
stopped this season only by 
ankle injuries. 

GEORGIA 

“Tt’s a good year for line- 
backers in Georgia,” said 
Buchalter. “Georgiahas good 
players at other positions but 
not great players like they 
have at linebackers. The key 
is going to depend on which of those 
linebackers make the grades. They have 
a lot of great players in Georgia who 
have to make their test scores.” 

“Georgia is a state that few outside 
of the region recruit heavily,” Buchalter 
continued. “Those kids are deep South 
first and that’s the bottom line. While 
the Florida kids may have moved in 
from some other part of the country, 
Georgia kids are born and raised in the 
South, so it’s tougher to get them away 
from the Southeast Conference.” 

They may be hesitant to leave, but 
no less than eight linebackers will draw 
attention from recruiters nationwide. 
The best is Randall Godfrey (6-3, 215, 
4.6) of Valdosta (Lowndes) who is 
extremely quick and a terror in rushing 
the passer. Godfrey is a three-sport 
letterman who also averages 14 points 
and nine rebounds a game in basket- 
ball. Georgia leads with Auburn, 
Florida, Clemson, South Carolina and 
Florida State inthe hunt. Dexter Daniels 
(6-2, 220, 4.6), of Valdosta High is 
Godfrey’s equal. Daniels managed over 
110 tackles, 10 for losses and excelled 
in track by tossing the shot 52 feet and 
the discus 148 feet. Georgia, Missis- 


by James Hale 


sippi State., Georgia Tech, Tennessee, 
Florida State and Florida also love his 
365 pound bench and 610 squat. The 
third blue chip linebacker is Ronnie 
Smith (6-1, 230, 4.6) of Athens (Cedar 
Shoals). Smith has the same abilities as 
Godfrey and Daniels but may be more 
aggressive. Smith loves contact and 
his 150 tackles, 20 for losses proves it. 
A bench of 405 and squat of 475 proves 
his incredible strength and all three 
Florida schools hope for a visit along 
with Clemson, South Carolina, Geor- 
gia and Auburn. 

Other Georgia backers to watch in- 
clude Derrick Burnette (6-2, 215, 4.6) 
of Col Carver, Chris Ward (6-5, 225, 
4.7) of Decatur (S.W. Dekalb), Cato 
Smith (6-2, 215,4.6) of Atlanta (Crim), 


Jeffrey Jenkins (6-5, 260, 5.1) 
of Monree (Ouachita Christian) 
is a two-way line starter with a 
3.4 GPA. Oklahoma and 
Nebraska will battle LSU, 
Memphis State, A&M and 
Auburn for his signature. 


Brett Lee Butler (6-2, 218, 4.7) of At- 
lanta (Westminster) and Chris Little 
(6-3, 225, 4.6) of Atlanta (Lakeside). 
These four will be recruited on a national 
basis but all indicate they will stay in 
the South. 

Robert Toomer (5-11, 210, 4.55) of 
Sylvester (Worth County) is the state’s 
best running back. He has rushed for 
5,000 yards in his career putting together 
a 2,000 yard, 28 TDs season a year ago. 
Toomer has incredible strength for a 
running back with a bench of 375 anda 
squat of 610. The only problem with 
Toomer is grades. Toomer may be 
headed for J.C., but if he rallies in the 
classroom, Colorado, Auburn, Georgia 
and Tennessee are waiting in the wings. 
Topping the quarterbacks is Rodney 
Hudson (6-1, 175, 4.5) of LaGrange. 
Hudson has great ball-handling skills 
and exploded onto the scene as a 
sophomore when he threw for over 
2,230 yards and 20 TDs. He followed 
with a junior season of 1,750 yards and 
21 TDs. This great scrambler needs to 
improve on a very poor SAT. but has 
four more chances. If he conquers the 
SAT., Georgia, Florida State, Colo- 
rado and Auburn will fight it out for this 
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great prospect. 

Other Georgia prospects of note in- 
clude the state’s top wide receiver Adam 
Meadows (6-6, 247, 4.75) of Powder 
Springs (McEachern) who is looking at 
Georgia, Notre Dame, Michigan State 
and Indiana. Curtis Zeigler (6-5, 235, 
4.95) is the top offensive lineman. 
Nebraska, Notre Dame, Georgia, 
Georgia Tech and Ohio State hope to 
wind up with Zeigler. 

ALABAMA 

Alabama has three of the top rated 
running backs in the country. Robert 
Davis (5-11,180, 4.45) of Homewood 
rushed for 2,275 yards and 26 TDs a 
year ago and has 1,300 yards thus far 
through ‘91. Equally as good on the 
special teams, Davis returned two 
kickoffs and two punts 
for scores a year ago 
and has two kickoffs to 
his credit this season. 
Compared often to 
Emmitt Smith, Davis 
has Alabama, LSU, 
Auburn, Florida State 
and OU on his list. 
Larry Bowie (6-1, 195, 
4.5) of Anniston is an- 
other highly recruited 
all-purpose running 
back with shifty moves 
and great vision. Bowie runs a 10.7 100 
meters, can bench 345 and squat 495 
with a 2.5. He needs to improve on his 
15 ACT. Bowie likes OU, Auburn, 
Mississippi State, Georgia and Ala- 
bama at the moment. Cedric Kendrick 
(5-9, 180, 4.4) of Alexander is the third 
great running back in the state. A knee 
injury which has sidelined him for the 
year keeps his recruiting status up in 
the air. 

A top five defensive tackle nation- 
ally and top 25 player overall is 
Kendrick Burton (6-6, 280, 4.9) of 
Hartselle. Burton can’t be blocked one- 
on-one, evidenced by his100 tackles 
and 22 quarterback sacks a year ago. 
Alabama, Auburn and Florida expect 
to battle for this future franchise player 
but Colorado feels they have a shot 
along with Miami and South Carolina. 
Albert Reese (6-5, 235, 54.7) of Prichard 
(Vigor) may not be in Burton’s class 
but he’s a dandy that will draw atten- 
tion from a host of recruiters. Reese 
can carry 40 extra pounds, possesses 
long arms and a vertical jump of 34 
inches. He needs major improvement 
in the grade department, but if that 
comes around Purdue, Arkansas, 
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Memphis State, Tennessee and Geor- 
gia like him. 

One of the nation’s top 10 defensive 
ends is Cedric Walthaw (6-1, 212, 4.65) 
of McCalla (MeAdory). Walthaw is 
extremely mobile and can’t be blocked 
on the prep level. Incredibly strong 
with a 400 pound bench, Walthaw is 
ready for college with a 3.2 GPA anda 
17 on his ACT. This guy runs well 
enough to play tailback on offense. 
OU, Colorado, Auburn, Mississippi, 
Miami and Alabama top his list of po- 
tential schools, 

MISSISSIPPI 
“The state of Mississippi has three 


offensive linemen that belong on all the 
preseason All-American lists,” said 
Buchalter. “Will Lyell (6-5, 248. 5.0) 
of Brandon, Will Symmes (6-3, 240, 4 
-5) of Gulfport and Henry McCann (6- 
6, 280, 5.3) of Moss Point are super 
talents and straight ‘A’ students, All 
three are looking to stay in the South 
except Lyell who is talking up Colorado 
quite a bit and McCann, Ohio State.” 
Running backs Dwayne Chandler 
(6-0, 205,4.6) of Aberdeen and 
Lawrence Sangster (5-9,195, 4.55) of 
Louisville top the list of Mississippi 
ball carriers. Chandler with 1.551 yards 
and 22 TDs to his credit wants to take a 
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look at Nebraska, Colorado, Missis- 
sippi State, Clemson and Georgia. 
Sangster with 1,500 yards and 24 TDs 
likes Clemson, OU, South Carolinaand 
Mississippi State. 

TENNESSEE 

Another big time quarterback is Todd 
Helton (6-3, 185, 4.55) of Knoxville 
(Central). Helton is a two-sport star 
who threw for over 1,000 yards and 20 
TDs while hitting 11 homers and going 
7-1 in baseball. Helton wants to play 
both sports in college and at the mo- 
ment feels he can get that shot at Florida, 
Tennessee, Stanford and South Caro- 
lina. 

Linebacker James Bates (6-2, 215, 
4.65) Sevierville (Sevier County) is the 
best all-around player in Tennessee. A 
preseason All-American who is ranked 
as one of the top 50 players in the 
country after totaling 150 tackles a year 
ago with 16 tackles behind the line of 
scrimmage. Bates is such a great ath- 
lete that he plays tailback and ght end 
whenever the team needs. Bates has it 
all with a 3.4 GPA and 23 SAT. Bates 
likes Tennessee but wants to visit Notre 
Dame, OU. Florida, UCLA and Texas. 

Mark Meyer (6-4, 285, 4.8) an of- 
fensive line prospect from Nashville 
(McGavock) is a rugged defensive 
tackle with great potential. Meyer is 
such a good athlete that he long snaps 
and has compiled a 25-2 mark as a 
heavyweight wrestler. Meyer has a 
305 bench, 3.2 GPA and a 24 ACT. 
Tennessee, Duke, North Carolina, OU 
and Nebraska will get a look from 
Meyer. Eddie Mosley (6-7, 240, 4.9) of 
Memphis (Trezevant) ts another defen- 
sive tackle with great potential. Mosley 
made 22 tackles behind the line of 
scrimmage and has 91 stops total. This 
super talent is still trying to decide 
between Notre Dame, Texas, UCLA, 
USC, Houston, Tennessee, Nebraska 
and Georgia for his visits. 
KENTUCKY 

The top two players in Kentucky 
are running back Daymon Carter (6-2. 
200, 4.4) of Henderson County and 
defensive tackle LeLand Taylor (6-4, 
260, 4.8) of Fairdale. Carter averaged 
12 yards a carry a year ago and has the 
size and speed to be a great one. Carter 
is looking to get out of Kentucky, per- 
haps to UCLA, USC, Florida, Miami, 
Colorado or Tennessee. Taylor man- 
aged an incredible 24 sacks a year ago. 
This boy has all the tools and is looking 
to stay close to home, most probably 
favoring Kentucky along with Tennes- 
see, 
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WHATEVER IT TAKES 


Juco tr ansfer Michael Hughes will Michael Hughes is a small forward. 
Or an off guard. 
be counted on for support at small 6:2 pin euara 
= He’ll play at whatever position he’s 
forward, off guard or point guard. xc. 

“It’s kind of confusing right now,” 
Hughes said during the first week of 
Nebraska's two-a-day preseason prac- 
tices. “It'll take a little while to learn 
everything. But I’m not worried. I’m 
looking forward to it.” 

Forward, did he say? 

Hughes is a junior transfer from 
Peoria, Ill., by way of Southeastern 
Community College in Burlington, 
Iowa, whose versatility should serve 
the Cornhuskers well this season. With 
but 11 scholarship players at his dis- 
posal, Coach Danny Nee will count on 
Hughes to provide support at all three 
positions. 

Even though he stands 6-foot-7, 
Hughes has played guard since he was 
in high school. His senior year at Peoria 
Central, “our center was shorter than I 
was,” said Hughes. 

“I was our best scorer.” 

With Hughes leading the way, Peo- 
ria Central won 32 consecutive games 
before losing to East St. Louis, IIl., 
Lincoln on a last-second shot in triple 
overtime in the championship game of 
the Class AA (large schools) Illinois 
high school tournament. 

Vincent Jackson, a Kansas State re- 
cruit from Moberly, Mo., Junior 
College, hit the winning shot, Hughes 
said. Hughes got some satisfaction in 
defeating Jackson’s Moberly Junior 
College team the last two seasons. Now, 
their personal rivalry will continue in 
the Big Eight Conference. 

In any case, Peoria Central lost in 
the regional finals of the AA tourna- 
ment Hughes’ sophomore and junior 
years, both times to archrival Peoria 
Manual. Hughes played guard those 
seasons, as well. 

Hughes stood only 5-5 at the begin- 
ning of his freshman year. He grew to 
6-2 as a sophomore, he said, and 6-5 as 
a junior. 

Obviously, his height is an advan- 
tage at guard. “I can see over guys,”’ 
said Hughes, who has a guard’s shooting 
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Eric Piatkowski (right) along 
with Carl Hayes (below) make 
up the best pair of wings in the 

Big Eight according to Nee. 


range. He averaged 18.9 points per game 
last season. 

“T’ve always been comfortable away 
from the basket,” he said. 

When Hughes signed a letter of in- 
tent with Nebraska last April, Jim Wyatt, 
his coach at Southeastern Community 
College, told Curt McKeever of the 
Lincoln Journal-Star: “He’s a typical 
streak shooter. He'll hit two or three in 
arow, miss two or three, then hit two or 
three more. You get him inside 15-16 
feet, he has a nice jump-leaner. And 


=~ 


the year,” Wyatt said. “We had him 
bring the ball up and play point guard. 
“He can hurt you a whole lot of 


By Mike Babcock 


a 


National Junior College Athletic Asso- 
ciation (NJCAA) Tournament in 
Hutchinson, Kan., last season. 


he’s an excellent Hughes 
free throw takes special 
shooter.” - — pride in that 

Hughes, whom Nebraska is scheduled for 15 television _ team’s success 
Wyse ared = because “me and 
former NBA sor. Appearances this season: seven on the theo Mayhew 
i Sha ion H = re the l 
Geena cuit Raycom package, five on Prime Sports samnisies ch 


79 percent from 
the free throw line 
and 49 percent 
from the field. “I think he possibly 
would have shot the ball for a better 
percentage if he hadn’t been playing 
out of position about three-quarters of 


and three on ESPN. 


different ways. He’s a winner.” 
Hughes scored 33 points in the re- 

gional finals for a Southeastern team 

that went 25-11 and qualified for the 


it.’ And, as was 

the case his se- 

nior year in high 
school, “I was our tallest player,” he 
said. “We weren’t supposed to have 
much last year, and we made it to na- 
tionals.” 

Hughes was heavily recruited out of 
high school and eventually signed a 
letter of intent with Bradley University 
in Peoria. But he went to Southeastern 
after failing to meet freshman eligibil- 
ity requirements under the NCAA’s 
Proposition 48. 

Bradley also was among several 
schools that recruited him aggressively 
at Southeastern. Nevada-Las Vegas 
took an interest in Hughes his senior 
year in high school and again when he 
was in junior college. But he narrowed 
his choices to Nebraska, Iowa State, 
Kansas State, Arizona State, Miami, 
Fla., and Bradley then settled on Ne- 
braska. 

His decision was based not only on 
the Cornhuskers’ program but also on 
the fact that they had maintained an 
interest in him since his freshman year 
at Southeastern Community College. 

When he made his official recruit- 
ing visitto Nebraska, Hughes met Jamar 
Johnson, a freshman scholarship re- 
cruit who couldn’t play or practice 
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because of Prop 48 restrictions. John- 
son helped sell him on the Cornhuskers, 
said Hughes. “I felt comfortable with 
him. I knew he wouldn’t tell me any- 
thing that wasn’t true.” 

Now, Johnson figures to be 
Nebraska’s No. | point guard, with 
Hughes backing him up, when he’s not 
playing elsewhere, of course. 

Hughes earned aspot on the NJCAA 
all-star team that won the Jones Cup 
International tournament in Taipei, 
Taiwan, last summer. But he declined 
the opportunity, choosing instead to 
spend the summer at home in Peoria. 

“I decided I'd rather be with my 
family,” said Hughes, who traveled with 
a junior college all-star team to Europe 
during the summer following his fresh- 
man year at Southeastern. That 
experience convinced Hughes he’d be 
better off staying home from Taiwan. 

“I like my mother’s cooking,” he 
said by way of explanation. 

Cornhusker teammate Derrick 
Chandler, a transfer from Alvin, Texas, 
Community College, made the trip to 
Taiwan, and “I’ve talked to Derrick 
about it,” Hughes said. 

The competition was good, but the 
food wasn’t, according to Chandler. It 
was just as Hughes expected. 

Despite the demands of learning 
three positions in a new and compli- 
cated system, Hughes was enthusiastic 
about Nebraska’s two-a-day practices. 
“We've been practicing to run and go 
with it,” he said. “I love to play that 
style. I’m looking forward to it.” 

Hughes is optimistic about the sea- 
son because “everybody on this team 
comes from a winning program,”’ he 
said. “I feel real good about it.” 

He’s ready to contribute as a small 
forward, an off guard, and/or a point 
guard, “whatever it takes,” Hughes said. 


Around the horn...Lee Barfknecht 
of the Omaha World-Herald quoted Nee 
prior to Nebraska's first practice: “We 
are anxious to get going. I believe we 
have experience in winning. And there 
is anew inner confidence in the players 
that are coming back. We’ve won and 
been successful, so I believe we’ ve got 
a winning tradition started, and the 
nucleus of players we have back are 
sold on that.” 

McKeever of the Journal-Star 
quoted senior forward Carl Hayes on 
the first day of practice: “I know some 
of the new players are ready to get it on 


| 
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now because they haven't played in 
Big Eight competition and Division I 
ball, but we’ve got a month to get 
ready. Thisis like a whole new team, so 
some of the players haven't seen us 
play enough games to realize that it 
takes the little things to win.” 
Season-ticket sales are up 13 per- 
cent, from 8,900 to more than 10,000 of 
the 14,302 available seats at the 
Devaney Sports Center. Last season, 


the Cornhuskers broke school records | 


for total home attendance (199,605) 
and per-game average attendance 
(13,307). 

David Lutz, a studentassistant in the 
program the last five years, will fill the 
graduate assistant’s position on the 
Cornhusker staff for 1991-92. Lutz, a 
native of Lancaster, Ohio, replaces Jeff 
Reinert, who completed his two-year 
graduate assistantship in May. Reinert 
is now a full-time assistant coach at 
Brigham Young University. 

Lutz played high school basketball 
with former Cornhusker Beau Reid. He 
graduated from Nebraska in 1991] with 
a degree in education. 

Nebraska is scheduled for atleast 15 
television appearances during the 199 1- 
9? season, including seven on the Big 
Eight’s weekly Raycom package. five 
on the Prime Sports network and three 
on ESPN. The ESPN dates are: Dec. 7 
— at Creighton, 11:30 a.m.; Jan. 27 
— Oklahoma, 8:30 p.m.; Feb. 17 — 
at Missouri, 8:30 p.m. 

Thirteen of Nebraska's 28 games 
this season will be against teams that 
participated in post-season play in 
199]...in its 95-year history, Nebraska 
has never recorded back-to-back, 20- 
victory seasons.,.the Cornhuskers, 9-5 
in Big Eight play last season, haven't 
had back-to-back winning records in 
conference play since 1979-80 (8-6) 
and 1980-81 (9-5)...J.F. Hoffman, a 
walkon guard from Holbrook, Neb., 
has been given a scholarship for this 
season. Hoffman is a junior in 
eligibility... Hayes needs 201 points to 
become Nebraska's 15th career! ,Q00- 
point scorer...Nee calls Hayes and 
sophomore Eric Piatkowski the best 
pair of wings in the Big Eight... 

Nebraska’s annual preseason Red- 
White scrimmages, which were 
conducted at different high schools 
around the state, are no longer allowed 
under new NCAA rules. As a result, 
Nee scheduled two free public scrim- 
mages at Devaney Sports Center. B 
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BIG EIGHT IN THE PROS 


Smith receives AFC’s 
Defensive award 


Although he hasn‘t made the major 
headlines. Neil Smith is becoming a 
recognized force in the NFL this sea- 
son. His solid play earned him the AFC 
Defensive Player of the Month award 
for September and may result in his 
first-ever election to the Pro Bowl. 
With six sacks in the first seven games, 
he seems destined to blow past last 
year’s career-best total of 9-1/2 and is 
one half sack ahead of All-Pro line- 
backer Derrick Thomas for the team 
lead. Considered something of a bust 
when he first came out of Nebraska as 
the second player taken in the 1988 
draft, Smith has shaken that assess- 
ment under coach Marty 
Schottenheimer. He has started 37 of 
the last 38 games and become a major 
factor for the diyision-leading Chiefs. 
He has also become a commonly-used 
example by some talent scouts who are 
now grilled about the slow progress of 
1990's first overall pick, defensive 
lineman Russell Maryland. It has be- 
come increasingly obvious that the de- 
fensive line, unlike other defensive 
positions, is not so easily grasped. 


Clark resurfaces 
Former Husker star Ken Clark 
may not have made the India- 
napolis Colts’ 1991 Media 
Guide, but he found himself 
in the starting lineup for two 
straight weeks when Colts’ 
star Eric Dickerson found himself 
on the sidelines with a bum ham- 
string. He rushed for 98 yards on 34 
carries and caught I4 passes for an- 
other 80 in his stand-in role for 
Dickerson, but had yet to reach the end 
zone. Of course the chances of anyone 
ina Colt uniform reaching the end zone 
have been rare; the woeful Indy of- 
fense was last in the league in scoring 
(seven points per game). Clark was an 
eighth round pick of the Colts in 1990 


and he started the first three games of 


last season while Dickerson held out. 
Clark rushed for a total of 10 yards on 
seven carries and caught five passes for 
another 23 yards, but saw brief action 
in only two games after Dickerson re- 
turned to the team. He was released in 
mid-October and later re-signed to the 
practice squad. He was released again 
at the end of the season and then signed 


Jackson has seen his numbers 
dwindle since the loss of 
Cunningham. 


as a free agent in May, apparently too 
late to make the team's media publica- 
tion. With the many injuries on the 
squad, starting quarterback Jeff George 
was at a loss as to all the new faces in 
the huddle. “I went up to a guy in 
practice and said “Nice job, Bill.” He 
said, “Thanks, butmy name’s not Bill.” 


Jackson beginning to 
miss Cunningham 


Count Keith Jackson among those 
Philadelphia Eagles who miss injured 
star quarterback Randall Cunningham 
the most. The two had formed an awe- 
some duo over the past three years, 
combining for 194 catches, 2,187 yards 
and 15 touchdowns. Only former Mis- 
souri star Kellen Winslow had more 
catches (202) as a tight end in his first 
three years than Jackson. Along the 
way, Jackson and Cunningham formed 
an almost eerie ability 
to lock on to each 
other in 
crucial 
’ situa- 


tions. Countless times, the 
Cunningham-to-Jackson combination 
came up with the improbable play to 
keep a drive alive. Without a 
Cunningham or even a McMahon to 
deliver the ball, Jackson has suffered 
along with the rest of the Eagles’ attack. 
He was ona pace to finish with a career- 
low 43 catches this season and had yet 
to reach the end zone tn the first seven 
games. Maybe the newest replacement, 
Philly QB Jeff Kemp, will be able to 

find and utilize Jackson's All-Pro 
talents. 


Dupree on hold 
The on-again, off-again 
comeback of Marcus 
Dupree seemed ready 
to add another chapter when 
word leaked out of Los Angeles that 
the former Sooner phenom was de- 
manding to be activated off the prac- 
lice roster or be released to look for 
employment elsewhere. Seems that 
Dupree is healthy again after a series of 
ailments that plagued him during train- 
ing camp. Maybe watching the current 
crop of Ram runners trudge less than 
four yards percarry is more than Dupree 


Ken Clark 


can stand. But it also appears as though 
the Ramsare inno hurry to bring Dupree 
on the roster. Word has it that with only 
five free moves at their disposal, albeit 
many potential moves to shake up the 
disappointing Rams, front office offi- 
cials were not too keen on using one of 
those moves on Dupree. 


high; it would also move past Gino 
Cappelletti into second place on the 
Patriots’ career list. He is already the 
club's career leader in puntreturns (205 
for 2,045 yards and three touchdowns). 


Bell tolls for Craig? 


With the contin- 


* ou 


Neil Smith is still No. 1. 


Fryar climbs up Pats' 
receiving charts 


While the surprises on the field have 
been almost out-shined by off-the-field 
intrigue, one of the bright spots for the 
New England Patriots has been the 
contributions of wide receiver Irving 
Fryar. Always tabbed for greatness af- 
ter leaving Nebraska in 1983, Fryar has 
been mostly a disappointment, better 
known for scrapes off the field rather 
than on it. But his eighth season may 
turn out to be his best. Fryar is on track 
to catch 61 passes this season, a career- 


ued absence of 
Marcus Allen and 
Bo Jackson failing 
his physical, the 
time seemed right 
for Roger Craig to 
stake his claim on 
the Raiders” start- 
ing running back 
spot. His 3.3 yards 
per carry average, 
however, is less 
than stellar. Craig, 
| along with the other 
Raiders, may have 
witnessed a true 
changing of the 
guard when rookie 
Nick Bell of lowa 
made his first start 
in the Raiders’ last- 
second win over the 
Rams. Said Raider 


he’s (Bell) going 
well, he'll get a lot 
of playing time.” 


What 
good is 
healthy? 


So much for the value of good 
rest and good health. Barry Sand- 
ers and the rest of his Detroit team- 
mates entered their game with San 
Francisco on Sunday with a week's 
rest and in the best health of the 
season. The red hot Lions were in 
first place in the Central Division 
for the first time since they won the 
Central Division title in 1983 and 
were looking to win Six straight for 
the first time since 1962. But in- 
stead of a sixth win, the Lions were 
buried 35-3. Thus, their five-game 
winning streak became bracketed 


Dupree is waiting again. 


Coach Art Shell: “If 


By Chuck Pool 


by a pair of blowouts (45-0 to Wash- 
ington being the first). Sanders was 
held to just 26 yards on seven carries, 
but he was still on pace to join some 
pretty select company. On his current 
pace of 111 yards per game, he could 
finish the season with 1,665 yards. Only 
Earl Campbell (1,934) and Walter 
Payton (1,852) have had a better third 
year in the League. On that pace, Sand- 
ers would have 4,439 yards in his career. 
Only Eric Dickerson (5,147) and 
Campbell (5,081) have earned more 
yards in their first three seasons. Be- 
hind Sanders’ projected three-year to- 
tals are such luminaries as Payton 
(3,921), Jim Brown (3,789) and O.J. 
Simpson (1,927), plus brother Big Eight 
alums Billy Sims (3,379), Gale Sayers 
(2,978) and Larry Brown (2,961). 


A strong Case 

Former Pro Bowler Scott Case has 
always had the reputation for being a 
hard-hitter. “That's just the way I was 
raised, the way I was taught to play 
football,” he said. The 32nd player taken 
in the 1984 draft, Case has out-lasted 
the four defensive back taken ahead of 
him (Mossy Cade, Leonard Coleman, 
Don Rogers and Terry Taylor) although 
it seems each season someone is al- 
ways predicting his imminent demise 
from the ranks of the employed. He 
overcame an injury-plagued 1987 cam- 
paign to earn a berth in the Pro Bow] the 
next year by tying aclub record with 10 
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interceptions after moving from safety 
to cornerback. 

Again injuries jumped up to plaque 
him in 1989 and last season, he was 
asked by new Head Coach Jerry 
Glanville back to safety where his take- 
no-prisoners approach could be better 
utilized in Glanville’s swarming 
scheme. He responded with a career- 
high 170 tackles. While his intercep- 
tions have dropped over the last two 
years, he still ranks fifth in club history 
with 25. No. 25 came against the 49ers 
in the Falcons’ surprising win in Week 
Seven. Case is two interceptions be- 
hind teammate Bobby Butler on the 
Falcons' career list. 


Sewell’s big day 


Bronco running back Steve Sewell 
has now caught at least one pass in each 
of Denver's first seven games, but he’ ll 
have to go some to match his effort in 
Week Six. Ina 42-14 loss at Houston, 
Sewell grabbed a career-high 10 passes. 
It was the most receptions by a Bronco 
since Steve Watson had 10 versus the 
Rams on Dec. 12, 1982. Sewell’s 171 
career catches are 13th in club history. 


Mills’ injury 
Just when it seemed things were 


coming together for Jeff Mills, a freak 
practice injury has him on the sidelines 


Scott Case is still applying 
the big hits. 
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for at least six weeks. Mills had be- 
come one of the Broncos stars on spe- 
cial teams and was looking for more 
playing time, but he suffered a knee 
sprain during the Broncos bye week 
workouts. 

O’Neal missing 
Williams? 

When the Chargers dealt disgruntled 
end Lee Williams to Houston near the 
end of training camp, most experts 
around the Chargers’ camp seemed to 
feel that the talented, but constantly 
unhappy Williams would not be missed 
from a defense that includes six first- 
round draft picks (Leslie O’ Neal- 1986; 
Gill Byrd-1983; Billy Ray Smith-1983; 
Burt Grossman-1989; Junior Seau- 
1990; and Stanly Richard-1991). 

But the Chargers have struggled on 
defense this year and offensive lines 
have handled O’Neal much better 
without the threat of Williams storming 
in from the other side. After chalking 
up a career-high 13-1/2 sacks last sea- 
son, O’ Neal has been held to just two in 
the first eight games this year. He 
started off strong, with a sack in the 
opener, but then he had to wait until 
Week Six for his second sack. In their 
overtime loss to the Browns in Week 
Eight, O'Neal had just one assist. 
Williams’ replacement, fourth-year 
George Hinkle, had a half sack through 
eight games, 


Around the league 


Thurman Thomas became the third 
Buffalo player to pass 4,000 yards 
rushing and now has his sights set on 
Joe Cribbs, who ranks second with 
4.445... Former Husker Jim Skow, who 


was cut by Tampa Bay near the end of 


training camp was signed by Seattle in 
early October...The Big Eight now, 
once again, had a quarterback in the 
league when Rusty Hilger was re- 
signed by the Colts. He was in the 
Colts’ camp to start the year and was 
released. He spent time on the 
Seahawks’ roster this year as well... 
Center Chuck Thomas was back with 
the 49ers after injuries had him on the 
sidelines at the start of the year... Barry 
Sanders has done it again. After origi- 
nally signing with Lions, Sanders do- 
nated $210,000 to the Paradise Baptist 
Church in his hometown of Wichita, 
Kan. With a new deal under his belt, 
Sanders is once again making a dona- 
tion to the church. This time it will be 
enough to build a new church. 
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—————————————— 
Let me first tell you that I am a die- 
hard Husker fan and have been my 
entire life. Even though I have lived in 
California since I was five, I have 
constantly supported the Nebraska 
program. My Saturdays are good or 
bad depending on whether we win. 
As a senior at Los Alamitos High 
School, I am an avid follower of our 
former quarterback and school alum 
Todd Gragnano. When I saw him play 
at our school, I was amazed at how well 
he could pass and run. As Nebraska 
attempts to move to more of a passing 
offense, I am wondering what your 
thoughts are concerning his abilities as 
a quarterback and if I will ever watch a 
Nebraska game with Todd as the start- 
ing quarterback. 
Scott Weintraub 
Los Alamitos, Calif. 


Osborne: Thanks for being a die- 
hard Husker fan all the way from Cali- 


fornia. We have a strong following of 


Husker fans in the state and are glad 
you are one of them. 

In answer to your question on Todd 
Gragnano, we feel that Todd is a very 
good quarterback. Todd redshirted his 


freshman year and this year he is a red- 


shirt freshman. Todd has a very good 
arm and we feel he has a chance to play 


forus in the future. Since we have many 


seniors this year at quarterback, next 
year will be very important for some of 
our younger quarterbacks. Todd, at 
this point, has as good a chance as 
anybody to compete for the job. 

Thanks again for your support and 
let’s hope you have many good Satur- 
days the rest of the season. 


I was wondering who you thought 
was the best all-round player to ever 
come through Nebraska during your 
coaching days. 

Randy McGillivray 
Beaverton, Ore. 


Osborne: It's very hard for me to 
name a best all-around player when 
you include both athletic ability and 
being a sociable person. We have been 
blessed at Nebraska to have had some 
very good people play for us. If | were 
to start naming names, lam sure that 1 
would leave somebody out and I don't 
want to do that. 

Thanks for your support. 


Address questions to Coach Osborne 
at View From South Stadium, P.O. Box 
83222, Lincoln, Neb., 68501. 1 
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Last year, Nebraska made 
basketball history. Can Coach Nee 
and his Huskers keep up the 
momentum? Can they maintain 
the hoopla? 


Introducing the 

Husker Basketball Bonus Pak, 
a great way to keep up with the 
Huskers as they look to maintain 
the hoopla for a second 
straight season. 


Starting with our 

Basketball Preview Issue in 
November, you'll get the stories 
and photos following every 

Big 8 game, the Creighton- 
Husker Showdown, coverage 
of the Ameritas Classic and the Big 8 
postseason tournament in Kansas City. 21 total issues 
of coverage. All for only $8.95. The big games. The big moments. 
Husker Hoopla at its finest. Only from the Lincoln Journal-Star. 


Yes! I want to keep up on the latest Husker Hoopla this basketball season. 
@ Please send me the Husker Basketball Bonus Pak for the low, introductory price of only $8.95. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 

CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION 

Please circle one: VISA MASTERCARD AMT. PD. $ 
CREDIT CARD # 


EXP. DATE SIGNATURE 


Please send a gift subscription to: 
TAI 
QO LINCOLN JOURNAL-STAR 


UI | Please complete this form and mail with payment to: : 
Husker Basketball Bonus Pak, c/o Lincoln Journal-Star, 926 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508 


The card that cares 
for the 1992 

U.S. Olympic 
Team. 


We're proud to be 
sponsors of the 1992 U.S. 
Olympic Team. And 
we're proud of our 
history of service to 
Nebraskans: A caring 
tradition that goes back 
more than 50 years. 
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We're continuing that 
tradition today by | Mvxy, ] 
finding new ways to 


Blue Cy, 
0. 


fh 


respond to the health 
care challenges of the 
90's. Because for all 
of us, athletes and 
non-athletes alike, 
there is nothing more 
important than health. 
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Blue Cross 
Blue Shield 


of Nebraska 


USA 
OQYHY 


Official Sponsor 
of the 1992 
U.S. Olympic Team 


